


SPU Bike Safety 
Program



Objective

Reduce potential risks  
associated with SPU 
assets in the street 

R-O-W. 

SPU



Four Areas of Focus
#1 - Bike Routes
Methodically addressing potential safety issues associated with SPU 
facilities along designated bike routes.

#2 - Complaints
Responding to SDOT & Citizen Service Bureau complaints and 
monitoring Bikewise.orgreporting.

#3 - SDOT Projects
Funding replacement of non-standard grates in conjunction with 
SDOT paving and bike improvement projects.

#4 - SPU Construction 
Requiring SPU crew/contractor compliance with City standards for 
detours, plating and patching. 



Area of Focus #1 ςBike Routes



Step #1 - Survey SPU Assets 

A. Prioritized survey work by greatest risk of bike-vehicle conflict. 
Seattle Bike Map (Spring 2008 version)was our starting point.

PHASE 1 Survey  (Spring 2009 - $92k)

ï Downtown

ïaŀƧƻǊ .ƛŎȅŎƭŜ ά/ƻƳƳǳǘŜέ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ όƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǿκ{5h¢ύ

ï All designated Bike Lanes 

ï All designated Sharrows

ï All designated Arterial Streets ςcommonly used by bicycles

PHASE 2  Survey  (Spring 2010 - $62k)

ï All designated Non Arterial Streets ςcommonly used by bicycles

ï All designated Shared Use Trails, Pedestrian Pathways



B. Created database with attributes & photos

Step #1 - Survey SPU Assets  



Step #2 - Identify Potential Risks  

Å Identified over 17 different, existing structure types.

Å Types E, F, FAB, SB-sandbox andS-slotted may present a safety 
concern for bicyclists.

Å ¢ȅǇŜ ±!b ƻǊ άVanedέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦ 

A.  Evaluated SPU structure types and locations



Step #2 ςIdentify Potential Risks

Å Broken

Å Missing

Å Worn (slick)

Å Clogged

Å Sunken

Å Raised

Å Failing 

B.  Evaluated the condition of structures and adjacent pavement



SPU Survey Results

Phase 1  (RED) 
-198 miles, over 11,000 assets 
- 700 (6% grate type issues, broken, missing) 

-1146 (10% worn, clogged) 

-1711 (15% sunken, raised) 

Phase 2  (LT ORANGE)
- 115 miles, over 8,200 assets
- 304 (4% grate type issues, broken, missing)

-300 (4% worn, clogged)

-131 (2% sunken, raised)


