
AN ORDINANCE relating to certain dances and dance 
venues; adding a new chapter to the Seattle Municipal 
Code to regulate such dances and dance venues; 
providing penalties for violations; establishing a music 
and youth commission; and repealing Chapter 6.294 of 
the Seattle Municipal Code. 



Legislative Department 
Office of City Cler~ 
Memorandum 

Date: September 4, 2000 

To:· Council President Pro Tern Jan Dra 

From: Judith E. Pippin, City Clerk 

Subject: Reconsideration Vote for All Ages Dance Ordinance 

The AADO, Council Bill 113302, passed by City Council on August 21, 2000, was vetoed by the 
Mayor on August 23, and returned to the City Clerk that day. 

The City Charter requires that Council vote again on the passage of the Bill before 30 days from the 
. date it was returned by the Mayor. The 301

h day from the date of the Mayor's return will be Friday, 
September 22; therefore, Council must take its reconsideration vote at or before the regular Full 
Council meeting of Monday, September 18. (Of course there is always the option for a Special 
Meeting if tfze vote does not occur at the regular meeting of September 18. A Special Meeting could 
occur any d_ay up through Friday the 22nd.) 

(C#'\ 
A two-thirds vot~ of all the members of Council ~is required to pass the Bill in reconsideration. 

The Bill requires no new introduction, just placement on the Full Council agenda. 

If the Bill does not pass in its reconsideration vote, it "shall be deemed finally lost." (Charter) 

I hope this information is useful. Please do not hesitate to call me if you have questions. 

Room 104, Municipal Building, Seattle, Washington 98104-1892 
(206) 684-8344 Fax: (206) 386-9025 TTY: (206) 233-0025 

email: clerk@ci.seattle.wa.us 
····-· '-·'·"· ··"- ~~~~1~ ""'h ~;<,;,;\itiP' nrovided unon request. An equal opportunity·affinnative action employer 
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August 23, 2000 CITY CLERK 

J 

The Honorable Heidi Wills, Acting Council President 
Seattle City Councilmembers 
Seattle City Council 
MIS 01-11-01 

Dear Councilmember Wills and Councilmembers: 

*,... . . * 

I hereby veto the All-Ages Dance Ordinance (Council Bill 113302) passed by the Council 
on Monday, August 21, 2000. A copy of the ordinance, signifying my disapproval, is 
attached to this letter. My reasons for the veto and my objections to Council Bill 113302 
are these: 

First, I support changes in the existing Teen Dance Ordinance to expand entertainment 
opportunities for kids, and I have encouraged the establishment of a Task Force to 
recommend improvements to the existing Ordinance. However, for the same reasons I 
stated in my August 17 letter to Councilmembers Richard Conlin and Nick Licata (a copy 
is attached to this letter), I am convinced that the ordinance passed Monday goes too far in 
allowing unsupervised children who are younger than 15 into dance clubs. I cannot accept 
an ordinance that would permit a 12- or 13-year-old unsupervised entry into a nightclub. · 

Second, I continue to believe that sworn law-enforcement officers should be included in 
the security teams for teen dances. 

And finally, I believe that promoters of teen dances must have the kinds of insurance we 
would nonnally require of special event and concert promoters. 

I believe that by making these and other changes, and by working with music industry 
groups, together we can craft an ordinance that gives young people more entertainn1ent 
oppo1iunities and continues to stimulate Seattle's justifiably nationally-renowned music 
scene. 

I appreciate the work done by several of you-particularly Councilmember Richard 
Conlin and the Music and Youth Task Force- develop the All-Ages ordinance. This 
work and discussions with the music industry should continue to fo1111 a basis for our 
deliberations, but we cannot disregard the advice of parents who have called and written to 
our offices and to the newspapers. An1ong other ideas, they've offered two common-sense 
suggestions that I agree with and that I believe can be written into a revised ordinance 
without difficulty. They are: 

* • 
'* 

------------------~(1)------------------~ 
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• Children under 15 should not be admitted to "all-ages" dance clubs unless accompanied 
by a parent or legal guardian (a point I emphasized in my letter to you last week). 

• Younger teenagers should be required to leave dcince clubs at 2 a.m. (not a requirement 
of Monday's ordinance), because kids should not stay out all night. 

These are good, sensible measures that we should include in a revised ordinance. In 
making revisions to your ordinance of Monday, I believe that we should have frank 
discussions with the Music and Youth Task Force about the Washington State Liquor 
Board's recent liberalization ofregulations involving nightclubs and other venues offering 
entertainment. With regard to such licensees, WSLCB is cunently playing a much less 
restrictive regulatory role than in the past. We need to fully understand what the 
implications are. For example, under some conditions, WSCLB now permits mixing of 
youths and adults of drinking age in nightclubs until 10:30 p.m., and requires only nominal 
separation of youngsters from the drinking area thereafter. 

Let me summarize some of the changes I think we need to make a new teenage dance 
ordinance work. It should include: 

• A minimum age of 15 unless accompanied by a parent or legal guardian. 
• An ending time of2 a.m., when kids under 18 would have to leave a teen dance club. 
• Presence of an adequate number of sworn police officers on any club's security team. 

(Private security officers do not have the authority to enforce state and local laws. Only 
sworn law enforcement personnel have that authority. Furthermore, though private 
security personnel can play an effective role in maintaining order, they have an obvious 
conflict of interest. They also want to keep their employer's club open and might look 
the other way at alcohol and drug-law violations.) 

• A requirement that private security personnel at teen dance venues be licensed and 
insured according to state regulations. I am not willing to allow security to be provided 
by self-selected and self-trained private operators. 

• An insurance requirement in addition to an indemnity clause to protect the City. 
(Indemnity without insurance or other significant other assets - which a promoter would 
want to protect with insurance, anyway - is meaningless. I understand that some 
Councilmembers felt this requireinent duplicated insurance that would be obtained 
during the n01mal course of business for such operations. If so, then the solution is to 
spell out in the new ordinance exactly what insurance satisfies our intent here.) 

• A requirement that the onsite manager of a teen dance club or event, along with the 
owner or promoter, passes a criminal background check. 

• Continuation of the cunent Teen Dance Ordinance requirement that there be a 
readmission charge for people who leave and wish to return - this parallels high school 
event policies that allow no passes out in order to minimize off-site underage drinking. 
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• Continuation of the current exemption from the Teen Dance Ordinance for activities 
sponsored the City, schools, and recognized non-profit organizations. This exemption is 
justified because security for such events as Bun{bershoot and high school dances is 
already extensive. 

• And finally, we should continue the current policy that entirely exempts dances from 
these regulations only if they have 150 or fewer patrons. By raising that limit to 250 
patrons as does the All-Ages Ordinance passed Monday, a significant number of 
effectively umegulated teen night clubs could be created. 

Attached is a draft of a youth dance ordinance that includes most of the suggestions I've 
made here. 

Thank you for working with me to make the teenage dance ordinance a much better piece 
of legislation that opens up ente11ainment oppo1iunities. for kids at the same time. 

Very truly yours, 

Paul Schell 5~ 
cc: Music and Youth Task Force Members 

Mark Sidran, City Attorney 
Chief Gil Kerlikowske, Seattle Police Department 
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ORDINANCE -----

(""TYFJ LE (j 
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AN ORDINANCE relating to certain dances and dance venues; adding a ne~TCh~~&f/fo the Seattle 
Municipal Code to regulate such dances and dance venues; providing penalties for violations; 
establishing a music and youth commission; and repealing Chapter 6.294 of the Seattle 
Municipal Code. / 

WHEREAS, Young persons under the age of 18 should have access to the arts, including dances, and 
should be able to participate in the cultural life of the City; and 

WHEREAS, The problems associated with unregulated dances and dance venues that permit attendance 
by young persons under the age of 18, including but not limited to drug and alcohol use and 
abuse of children, are a matter of City concern; and 

WHEREAS, Dances and dance venues that permit attendance by young persons under the age of 18 
should provide a safe and secure environment for these young patrons; and 

WHEREAS, It is appropriate that dances that permit attendance by young persons under the age of 18, 
and the persons who operate such dances, meet certain requirements and qualifications to ensure 
a safe and secure environment for these young patrons; and 

WHEREAS, To provide a safe and secure environment for young dance patrons and to prevent their 
victimization, it is important that persons who operate dances be free from recent convictions for 
crirries that specifically relate to their qualifications to operate such dances, including serious 
crimes against persons, certain sexual offenses, certain drug offenses, and certain crimes in 
which a minor was the victim; NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Chapter 6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby repealed. 

Section 2. A new Chapter is added to the Seattle Municipal Code to read as follows: 

Chapter 6.295 

ALL }_..CESYOUTH DANCES AND DANCE VENUES 

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1 
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1 6.295.010 Purpose. This Chapter is an exercise of police power for the protection of the health, safety 

2 and welfare of the general public, including those who attend All AgesYouth Dances, and is not intended to 

3 create, establish or designate any particular class or group of persons who will be especially protected or 

4 benefited by its terms. I 

5 6.295.020 Construction of Chapter. The provisions of this Chapter shall be construed liberally to 

6 accomplish its purposes. Nothing in this Chapter modifies, repeals or supersedes any provision of another 

7 ordinance, rule or requirement that may relate to All Ages Youth Dances or All Ages Youth Dance Venues, 

8 including but not limited to building, land-use, planning, health and fire oodescodes and the noise-control 

9 ordinance. 

10 6.295.030 Chapter Subject to New License Code- Conflict. This Chapter is subject to the general 

11 provisions of the New License Code, Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 6.202, as those provisions now exist 

12 or may hereafter be modified. However, ifthere is a conflict between this Chapter and Chapter 6.202, this 

13 Chapter shall govern. . 

14 6.295.040 Definitions. For purposes of this Chapter, the following definitions shall apply: 

15 A. "All fi:ges Youth Dance" means any public dance7-fl-j-_which persons under age eighteen 

16 (18) years are allowed or permitted to attend~ or (2) at \Vhich each patron is not required to show valid 

17 picture identification, shmving that patron's date of birth, as a condition of entry. 

18 B. "All Ages Youth Dance Venue" means any place or premises where an All /\ges Youth 

19 Dance is conducted or operated, including but not limited to all hallways, bathrooms and other adjoining 

20 areas on the premises accessible to the public during the dance. 

21 c. A "concert" is any event at which live music is played or sung, and at which the primary 

22 purpose of the person conducting or operating the event is for patrons to view a musical performance. 

2 
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D. A "dance" is any event at which the primary purpose of the person conducting or operating 

the event is for patrons to dance as that term is commonly defined. However, a "dance" shall not be defined 

to include an event that is a "concert" as that term is defined by this Chapter. 

E. "Department" means the Executive Services Department of the City of Seattle. 

F. "Director" means the Executive Services Director of the City of Seattle, or his or her 

6 designated representative. 

7 G. "Knowingly" shall have the definition set forth m Seattle Municipal Code Section 

8 12A.04.030 B. 

9 H. "On-site manager" is the person present at afi All AgesYouth Dance or All AgesYouth 

10 Dance Venue who is responsible for the direct operation and oversight of the dance or venue and 

11 supervision of other employees or workers. 

12 I. "Person" includes any natural person and, in addition, a company, corporation, partnership, 

13 governmental entity, non-profit group or unincorporated association. 

14 J. "Public dance" means any dance that is readily accessible to the public. 

15 6.295.050 i...11 AgesYouth Dance License Required. 

16 A. No person shall conduct or operate an All Ages Youth Dance unless the person who is 

17 conducting or operating such dance has obtained a license in accordance with this Chapter. If a fair, festival 

18 or other such event includes one or more separate All AgesYouth Dances, then only one license shall be 

19 required pursuant to this Chapter; provided, however, that each such fAI Ages Youth Dance or AH-

20 Ages Youth Dance Venue must otherwise separately comply with the requirements of this Chapter. 

21 B. The requirements. of this Chapter shall not apply if the AU Ages Youth Dance admits one 

22 htmdred fifty (150) or fewer than two hundred fifty (250) patrons. 

3 
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C. The requirements of this Chapter shall not apply if the i\ll Ages Youth Dance is sponsored 

conducted or operated by~ 

'1. Aan accredited educational institution; or7 

2. A non-profit tax exempt organization, corporation or association recognized by the 

United States of America as exempt from federal income taxation pursuant to Section 501 (c)(l) or 

( 3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 19 54, as now existing or hereafter amended; or 

3. The City of Seattle. 

9 6.295.060 License - Duration. Each license issued by the Director under this Chapter shall be valid for 

10 one (1) year. 

11 6.295.070 Fees. The fee for a license issued pursuant to this· Chapter shall be one hundred twenty dollars 

12 ($120). This fee is, as to those persons for whom a licensing fee was required pursuant to former Chapter 

13 6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code, a continuation of the fee required under such former chapter and not a 

14 new fee. 

15 6.295.080 Authority of Director. The Director is authorized to: 

16 A. Make rules for the interpretation and implementation of this Chapter pursuant to the 

1 7 Administrative Code; and 

18 B. Grant, deny, suspend or revoke licenses according to the terms of this Chapter; and· 

19 C. ' Collect fees according to the terms of this Chapter. 

20 
21 II. LICENSING REQUIREMENTS AND PROCESS 
22 
23 6.295.090 License Application. The person desiring to conduct or operate an All Ages Youth Dance shall 

24 be responsible for obtaining a license. The applicant shall complete a license application, which shall 

25 include the following: 

4 
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1 A. The name (including any aliases or former names), address, day and evening telephone 

2 numbers and date of birth of the applicant. If the applicant is not a natural person, then this information shall 

3 be provided for both the applicant (excepting date of bjrth) and for the natural person making the 

4 application on behalf of the applicant. If the applicant is not a natural person, the applicant also shall 

5 provide the nan1es (including any aliases or former names), addresses, day and evening telephone numbers 

6 and dates of birth of the limited partners, partners, owners, and principals of the applicant. 

7 B. The name (including any aliases or fom1er names), address, day and evening telephone 

8 numbers and date of birth of any On-Site Manager the applicant will employ or utilize at any Youth Dance 

9 Venue during the licensing period. 

10 CB. A statement of indemnification and proof of insurance consistent with Municipal Code 

11 Section 6.295.150. 

12 DG. A statement from the applicant that any premises on which the applicant will conduct or 

13 operate any l'Jl Ages Youth Dance will comply with all laws and other legal requirements, including but not 

14 limited to building, land-use, health, planning, health and fire codes and the noise-control ordinance; and a 

15 statement that the applicant and any employee or agent thereof will, in the conduct of any All Ages Youth 

16 Dance, comply with all laws and other legal requirements, including but not limited to the building, land-

17 use, henlth, planning, health and fire codes and the noise-control ordinance . 

18 .Q&. A statement that neither the applicant, nor the natural person making the application on 

19 behalf of an applicant that is not a natural person, nor any limited partner, partner, owner or principal of an 

20 applicant that is not a natural person, nor any On-Site Manager the applicant will employ or utilize at any 

21 Youth Dance Venue during the licensing period: (1) is currently the subject of a license suspension or 

22 revocation pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160; or (2) has at any time been determined to 

23 be a sexually-violent predator pursuant to RCW Ch. 71.09 or equivalent statute; or (3) has been convicted 

5 
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1 _within the ten (10) years preceding the filing of the license application of any crime listed in Subsection C 

2 of Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.100; or (4) has been convicted within the five (5) years preceding 

3 the filing of the license application of any crime listed in Subsection D of Seattle Municipal Code Section 

4 6.295.100. 

5 F.:&- Such other information as the Director reqmres by rule adopted pursuant to the 

6 Administrative Code for the health, safety and welfare of the patrons of All AgesY outh Dances and A1-l-

7 Ages Youth Dance Venues and the general public. 

8 GF. A certification or declaration under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

9 Washington that the information and statements in the application are true and correct. 

10 
11 6.295.100 Approval or Denial of License Application - Grounds. Upon the filing of a 

12 complete application, including but not limited to compliance with Seattle Municipal Code 6.295. lSO, 

13 +!he Director shall grant a license unless the license applicant, or the natural person making the application 

14 on behalf of an applicant that is not a natural person, or any limited partner, partner, owner or principal of 

15 an applicant that is not a natural person, or any On-Site Manager listed in the application pursuant to 

16 Subsection B of Seattle Municipal Code 6.295.090;.;-~ · 

17 A. Is currently the subject of a license suspension or revocation pursuant to Seattle 

18 Municipal Code Section 6.295.160; or 

19 B. Has, at any time, been determined to be a sexually-violent predator pursuant to 

20 RCW Ch. 71.09 or equivalent statute; or 

21 c. Has been convicted within the ten (10) years preceding the filing of such application 

22 of: 

23 1. Any sexual crime involving a minor or child as a victim, including but not 

24 limited to: such crimes charged under RCW Ch. 9.68A (sexual exploitation of children), or RCW Ch. 

6 
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1 9A.44 (sex offenses), or felony crimes charged under RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prostitution), 

2 or such crimes included within RCW 9.94A.030(37) (sex offenses), or such crimes included within RCW 

3 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or a crime for which a finding of sexual motivation 

4 has been made pursuant to RCW 9.94A.127, or extortion for sexual favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56.l 10; or 

5 2. An attempt or conspiracy to commit any crime as set forth in this Subsection 

6 C, or of aiding and abetting such crime; or 

7 D. Has, under circumstances not requiring license denial pursuant to the preceding 

8 Subsections B and C, been convicted within the five (5) years preceding the filing of such application of: 

9 1. Any felony crime involving the unlawful manufacture, sale, delivery, 

10 dispensing, distribution, or the possession with intent to manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a 

11 drug, legend drug, or controlled substance, including but not limited to those crimes charged under RCW 

12 Ch. 69.41 (legend drugs), RCW Ch. 69.43 (precursor drugs) and RCW Ch. 69.50 (Uniform Controlled 

13 Substances Act).; or 

14 2. Any felony crime of violence as defined by RCW 9.41.010(11), a most 

15 serious offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(27), a violent offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(44), or 

16 a felony with a deadly weapon finding or verdict under RCW 9.94A.125; or 

17 3. Any sexual offense, including but not limited to: a sex offense as defined by 

18 RCW 9.94A.030(37) or RCW Ch. 9A.44, a crime for which a finding of sexual motivation.has been made 

19 under RCW 9.94A.127, extortion to obtain sexual favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56.110, or sexual offenses 

20 included within RCW 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or felony crimes charged 

21 under RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prostitution); or 

22 4 An attempt or conspiracy to commit any crime as set forth in this Subsection 

23 D, or of aiding and abetting such crime. 

7 
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1 6.295.110 Approval or Denial of License Application - Time Frame. The Director normally shall 

2 approve or deny a license within ten (10) business days of the filing of a complete application under 

3 Municipal Code Sections 6.202.130 and 6.295.090; provided, however, that the Director may take 

4 reasonable additional time for approval or denial when necessary to conduct a criminal-history 

5 investigation. 

6 6.295.120 License - Limited to Licensee. Any license issued under this Chapter shall apply to a single 

7 licensee, and- shall not be transferable to other persops or licensees. The licensee may use such license at 

8 any 1
6dl Ages Youth Dance Venue or Venues; provided, however, that such use shall use shall not excuse the 

9 licensee or venue from compliance with any ordinance, rule or requirement that may relate to such licensee 

10 or venue, including but not limited to building, land-use, planning, health and fire codes and the noise-

11 control ordinance; and provided further that such use shall not result in an extension of the duration of such 

12 license. 

13 6.295.130 Security Personnel. 

14 _A_. __ It shall be the obligation of every person licensed under this Chapter to insure that an 

15 adequate number of qualified security personnel are employed and in attendance at att All AgesYouth 

16 Dance Venue during and following each t'dl Ages Youth Dance, in order to maintain order and ensure 

17 compliance with the law. SpecificallyAn "adequate number of qualified security personnel" shall include at 

18 least two (2) qualified security persons at each Youth Dance or Youth Dance Venue, plus at least one (1) 

19 additional qualified security person for eve1y one hundred (100) patrons admitted to the Youth Dance or 

20 Youth Dance Venue, in addition to the first one hundred fifty (150) patrons so admitted. 

21 B. At least two (2) security persons at each Youth Dance or Youth Dance Venue shall be sworn 

22 law-enforcement personnel, licensed by the Washington State Criminal Justice Training Commission. Such 

23 sworn Jaw-enforcement personnel shall be off duty and compensated by the licensee. One such sworn law-

8 
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1 enforcement person shall patrol the sidewalks and other public areas abutting the Youth Dance Venue 

2 during and following each Youth Dance. Those security personnel who arc not sworn law-enforcement 

3 personnel must be licensed and insured pursuant to RCW Ch. l 8. l 70 and WAC Ch. 308-18, and fmiher 

4 must have received formal training in crO\vd control by an agency not associated with the licensee.,---stlffi 

5 person must provide t'No (2) persons who have received fom1al training in crmvd control nnd event 

6 mmmgement, plus one (1) additionnl person so trained for every one h1mdred (100) patrons admitted to the 

7 All Ages Dance or AlI Ages Dunce Venue in addition to the first two h1mdred fifty (250) patrons so 

8 admitted. 

9 6.295.135 Access-Peace Officers-Director. 

10 All peace officers of the City of Seattle and/or the Director shall have free access to A:ll Ages Youth Dance 

11 Venues when an All Ages Youth Dance is being conducted or operated for the purpose of inspection and to 

12 enforce compliance with the provisions of this Chapter. 

13 6.295.140 On-Site Manager. 

14 It shall be the obligation of every person licensed under this Chapter to insure that at least one on-

15 site manager is employed and in attendance at an All AgesYouth Dance Venue during and following each 

16 All Ages Youth Dance, to be _responsible for the direct operation and oversight of the dance and venue and 

1 7 supervision of other employees or workers. 

18 6.295.142 Aee restrictions,--- Identification requirements - Penalties 

19 A. No person conducting or operating a Youth Dance shall pem1it, either by act or omission, 

20 any person under the age of fifteen (15) vears to enter or remain on the premises unless that person is 

21 accompanied by his or her parent or legal guardian. 

22 B. The person conducting or operating a Youth Dance shall require identification showing the 

23 age of each person admitted or seeking to be admitted to such dance. 

9 
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c. Any person who shall by affimrntive misrepresentation of age obtain admission to or 

permission to remain in any Youth Dance in violation of this Chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 

may be punished bv a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment for a term not to 

exceed ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and im1)risonment. 

D. Any person who knowingly or recklessly shall permit a person to enter or remain at any 

6 Youth Dance in violation of this Section 6.295.142 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and may be punished 

7 by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imp1isonment for a term not to exceed ninety 

8 (90) days, or by both such fine and impris01mrnnt. 

9 

10 6.295.144 Hours of operation. No Youth Dance shall be operated or conducted between the hours of two 

11 (2) a.m. and eight (8) a.m. It shall be the responsibility of the licensee to remove persons under eighteen 

12 (18) years of age from any Public Dance no later than two (2) a.m. if such dance is to continue past such 

13 . hour. 

14 6.295.148 Readmission fee. No person conducting or operatii1g a Youth Dance shall pei111it any person, 

15 other than an emplovee or other worker, to leave such dance and return unless that person pavs a 

16 readmission fee equal to, or greater than, one-half ( 1/2) the origin al price of admission. 

17 6.295.150 Indemnification. 

18 ~A"--. __ The licensee shall indemnify and hold the City ham1less from any and all losses, claims, 

19 actions or dan1ages suffered by any person or persons by reason of or resulting from any negligence of the 

20 licensee or its agents, employees, or patrons or on account of any act or omission of the licensee in its 

21 exercise of its license or use or occupancy of any premises in connection with such license. In the event any 

22 suit or action is brought against the City, the licensee shall, upon notice of the commencement thereof, 

23 defend the same, at no cost and expense to the City, and promptly satisfy any final judgment adverse to the 

10 
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1 City or to the City and the licensee jointly; provided, that in the event the City determines that one (1) or 

2 more principles of governmental or public law are involved, the City retains the right to participate in such 

3 action. The above liability shall not be diminished by the fact, if it be a fact, that any such death, injury, 

4 damage, loss, cost or expense may have been, or may be alleged to have been, contributed to by the 

5 negligence of the City or its officers, employees or agents; provided, however, that nothing contained in this 

6 section shall be construed as requiring the licensee to indemnify the City against liability for damages 

7 arising out of bodily injury to persons or damage to property caused by or resulting from the sole 

8 negligence of the City, or its officers, employees or agents. 

9 B. As a condition precedent to obtaining a license, the licensee shall, at no expense to the City, 

10 secure and maintain dming the full term of the license, general comprehensive liability insurance issued by 

11 one (1) or more companies authorized to do business in the State of Washington, which insurance shall be 

12 subject to the approval of the City Risk Manager as to company, form and coverage, and which insurance 

13 must fully protect the City from any and all claims and risks in connection with any activity under the 

14 license or use or occupancy of any Youth Dance Venue, and provide the following minimum coverage: 

15 (1) One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per person, per occrnTence; and 

16 (2) One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) annual aggregate. 

1 7 Said policy must specifically name the City of Seattle as an additional insured pmty thereunder in the 

18 following manner: 

19 The City of Seattle is an additional insured for all coverages provided by this policv of 

20 insurance and shall be fully and completely protected by this policy and for any claim, suit, 

21 injmy, death, damage or loss of any sort sustained by a person, organization or corporation 

22 in connection \Vith any activity under the license or use or occupancy of any Youth Dance 

23 Venue regulated by this section. 

11 
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The coverages provided by this policy to the City or any other named insured shall not be 

terminated, reduced, or otherwise changed in any respect without providing at least thi1iy 

(30) days prior written notice to the Risk Manager of the City of SeatOe. 

c. The licensee shall deliver to the Risk Manager of the City of Seattle a copy of all policies 

5 required under this provision and all endorsements thereto or other evidence to the reasonable satisfaction 

6 of the Risk Manager that the licensee has secured or renewed and is maintaining insurance as required by 

7 this section. 

8 The "ACCORD" fom1 of Ce1iification of Insurance shall not be submitted as such evidence, and 

9 shall not be deemed to be satisfacto1y evidence unless the following changes are made on such form: 

10 

11 The \Vording on the top of the form: 

12 This certificate is issued as a matter of iJ1formation only and confers no rights upon the certificate 

13 holder. 

14 shall be deleted in its entirety. 

15 

16 The wording at the bottom of the fonn: 

17 Should any of the above-described policies be canceled, reduced as to coverage, or otherwise 

18 changed before the expiration date thereof, the issuing company shall provide written notice of such 

19 action to the Risk Manager of the City of Seattle. 

20 

21 D. The procuring of the insurance required by this section shall not be construed to limit the 

22 licensee's liability thereunder. 

12 
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E. The licensee shall provide for the prompt and efficient handling of all claims for injury, 

death, damage or loss arising out of the acts or omissions of licensee. The licensee agrees that all such 

claims, whether processed by the licensee or its insurer, either indirectly or by means of an agent, will be 

handled by a person with a pe1manent office within the corporate limHs of Seattle. 

8 III. ENFORCEMENT 
9 

10 6.295.160. Suspension or Revocation - Grounds, Duration and Administrative Appeal. 

11 A. A license issued pursuant to this Chapter may be suspended or revoked pursuant to the terms 

12 of this Chapter upon a finding that any one (1) or more of the following violations exist or have occurred: 

13 1. The license was procured by fraud or false representation or omission of material 

14 fact in the license application; or 

15 2. The applicant or licensee, or natural person who made the license application on 

16 behalf of the applicant or licensee, or any limited partner, partner, owner,,-BF principal or On-Site Manager 

17 of the applicant or licensee has: 

18 a. Knowingly made any false statement or given any false information in 

19 connection with an application for a license; or 

20 b. Has violated any of the provisions of this Chapter or has committed any act 

21 which is a ground for denial o:f a license issued pursuant to this Chapter; or 

22 3 The licensee, or any employee or agent thereof, has or have knowingly allowed or 

23 permitted to occur at any All Ages Youth Dance Venue: 

13 
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a. Any felony crime of violence as defined by RCW 9.41.010(11), a most 

2 serious offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(27), a violent offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(44), or 

3 a felony involving the use or display of a deadly weapon ; or 

4 b. Any felony sexual offense, including but not limited to a sex offense as 

5 defined by RCW 9.94A.030(37) or RCW Ch. 9A.44, a felony as defined by RCW Ch. 9.68A (sexual 

6 exploitation of minors) or RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prostitution), a felony sexual offense 

7 included under RCW 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or extortion to obtain sexual 

8 favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56. l 1 O; or 

9 c. Any felony sexual offense involving a minor as the victim, or any crime 

10 involving prostitution or promoting prostitution, or indecent exposure; or 

11 d. Any act of solicitation for prostitution; or 

12 e. The unlawful possession of any weapon or firearm; or 

13. 4. On three or more occasions during any one-year pe1iod, the licensee or any 

14 employee or agent thereof has or have knowingly allowed or permitted to occur at any All Ages Youth 

15 Dance Venue or combination of Venues: 

16 a. The unlawful possession, consumption, opemng, sale, purchase or supplying of 

17 liquor as defined in RCW 66.04.010(20); or 

18 b. The unlawful possession, manufacture, sale, delivery, dispensing, distribution, or the 

19 possession with intent to manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a drug, legend drug or controlled 

20 substance. 

21 For purposes of this Subsection A4, the actions or knowledge of an employee or agent of the licensee shall 

22 be imputed to the licensee; or 

14 
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5. On three or more occasions during any one-year period, any building structure or premises 

at which the licensee operated or conducted any All Ages Youth Dance, or any combination of such 

buildings, structures or premises, failed to comply with the building, land-use, planning, health -or fire 

4 codes or the noise-control ordinance. I 

5 B. The duration of any suspensions or revocations of licenses issued under this Chapter shall be 

6 as follows: 

7 1. A 30-day suspension upon the first violation during any one-year period; 

8 2. A 90-day suspension upon the second such violation; 

9 3. A one-year rE'.vocation upon the third such violation; 

10 Provided, however, that if a license is suspended or revoked because any person listed in 

11 Subsection A 2 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295 .160 has been determined to be a sexually-

12 violent predator, or has been convicted of a crime set forth in Subsections C or D of Seattle Municipal Code 

13 Section 6.295.100, then the person against whom such finding or conviction has been entered shall be 

14 disqualified from licensing pursuant to this Chapter, or from being an applicant, a limited partner, partner, 

15 owner .. -e-r principal or On-SHe Manager of an applicant, or from making an application on behalf of an 

16 applicant under this Chapter, during the relevant periods of disqualification set forth in Subsections B, C or 

17 D of Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.100; and . 

18 Provided further, that the fourth and subsequent occasions during any one-year period on 

19 which the licensee or any employee or agent thereof has knowingly allowed or permitted to occur those 

20 activities set forth in Subsection A 4 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160, or on which any 

21 building, structure or premises has failed to comply with the building, land use, planning health or fire 

22 codes, or the noise-control ordinance ,-as set forth in Subsection A 5 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 

15 



Youth Dance Ordinance 
August 23, 2000 

Mayor's proposed revisions--DRAFT 
Page 16 

1 6.295.160, each shall be counted as a separate violation'for which a license issued pursuant to this Chapter 

2 may be suspended or revoked. 

3 c. Notice and Administrative Appeal. 

4 1. For each occasion on which it is alleged the licensee, or any employee or agent 

5 thereof, has knowingly allowed or permitt.ed those activities set forth in Subsection A 4 of this Seattle 

6 Municipal Code Section 6.295.160, or on which any building, structure or premises has failed to comply 

7 with the building, land-use, planning health or fire codes or the noise-control ordinance as set forth in 

8 Subsection A 5 herein, and which occasion does liot constitute a violation for which a license issued 

9 pursuant to this Chapter may be suspended or revoked, the Director shall give written notice to the 

10 affected licensee. Such notice shall be mailed or delivered to the licensee within ten (10) days of such 

11 time that the Director was made aware of such occasion. 

12 2. Any such notice shall state that the licensee is entitled to a hearing to respond to the 

13 notice and introduce any evidence to refute the allegations contained in the notice. Upon written request 

14 filed within ten (10) days after the date of the notice, the Director shall set a hearing date, which shall be 

15 · not more than fourteen (14) days from the date of the receipt of the request. Failure to file a timely 

16 written request shall constitute waiver of any right to appeal the notice. 

17 3. The hearing shall be held by the Director of Revenue and Consumer Affairs. 

18 4. The hearing shall .be infonnal, but shall be recorded by electronic means provided by 

19 the Director of Revenue and Consumer Affairs. Within twenty (20) days of the hearing, the Director of 

20 Revenue and Consumer Affairs shall issue a written ruling including factual findings and conclusions, 

21 with supporting reasons, affirming, modifying, or reversing the notice. The decision shall be mailed by 

22 first class mail to the licensee. 

16 
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1 5. The decision of the Director of Revenue and Consumer Affairs is subject to review by 

2 the Hearing Examiner and panel of Commissioners only during a license suspension or revocation 

3 hearing as provided for SMC 6.295.180. 

4 6.295.170 Operating without a License. I 

5 A. Any person who conducts or operates an All AgesYouth Dance or All AgesYouth Dance 

6 Venue without a valid license issued pursuant to this Chapter commits an infraction, the penalty for which 

7 cannot exceed $500; provided that if such person previously has been determined to have committed such 

8 infraction or has been found guilty under this subsection, then such person is guilty of a misdemeanor, and 

9 may be punished by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment for a term not to 

10 exceed ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. Absolute liability is imposed by this 

11 Subsection pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Section 12A.04. l 00. 

12 

13 

14 
15 
16 
17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

B. Any person who is convicted of a crime pursuant to the above Subsection A is ineligible to 

apply for aH: All I\gesYouth Dance license for (30) days following sach conviction.such conviction. 

6.295.180 Appeals of License Denials, Suspensions or Revocations - Role of Music and Youth 
Commission. 

A. Appeals from denials, suspensions or revocations of licenses issued under this Chapter shall 

be heard and decided jointly by the Hearing Examiner and two (2) Youth and Music Commission members 

as provided herein. Except as otherwise provided herein, these appeals shall be heard in the manner 

prescribed by Seattle Municipal Code Chapters 3.02 and 6.202. 

B. Whenever the Hearing Examiner receives a timely notice of appeal; pursuant to Seattle 

22 Municipal Code Section 6.202.270, of a decision to deny, suspend or revoke a license issued pursuant to 

23 this Chapter, the Chair of the Commission shall within fifteen (15) working days of having received such 

24 notice select two (2) of its members to hear and decide that appeal jointly with the Hearing Examiner. Only 

25 Commission members appointed by the City Council pursuant to Subsection A 1 of Seattle Municipal Code 

17 
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1 Section 6.295.190 shall be eligible to be selected to hear a.nd decide such appeals. No Commission member 

2 who has had a pecuniary, private or personal interest or bias in the matter, or who has otherwise been 

3 involved in the matter, shall be selected to hear and decide such appeal. The designated Commission 

4 representatives each shall have an equal vote with the; Hearing Examiner, except the Hearing Examiner 

5 shall be the chairperson of the panel and shall make all evidentiary rulings. Should a question arise as to the 

6 previous involvement, interest or bias of a designated Commission member, the Hearing Examiner shall 

7 resolve the issue in conformance with the law on the subject. 

8 C. Within thirty (30) days after the conclusion of the hearing, the Hearing Examiner shall 

9 prepare a written decision and order which shall be signed by all members of the panel concuning in the 

10 decision. An applicant or licensee aggrieved by the decision may seek judicial review of that decision, and 

11 may do so only by applying for a writ of review in the King County Superior Court under the provisions of 

12 Chapter 7 .16 of the Revised Code of Washington. An application for a writ of review must be filed with the 

13 Court and served on all parties within fourteen (14) days of the date the decision was issued. 

14 
15 IV. MISCELLANEOUS 
16 
17 6.295.190 Music and Youth Commission - Composition and Authority. 

18 A. There is established a twelve (12)-member Music and Youth Commission. The Music and 

19 Youth Commission shall be housed and administratively supported within the Seattle Arts Commission. 

20 Six (6) Commission members shall be appointed by majority vote of the City Council, and six (6) 

21 Commission members shall be appointed by the Mayor, as f9llows: 

22 1. Five (5) of the six (6) Commission members appointed by the City Cow1cil shall be 

23 Seattle residents with a demonstrated interest in matters relating to music, dance and a11 ages vouth-

24 oriented musical and dance events, neighborhood or youth-related issues, public safety or law-enforcement. 

25 To the extent possible, these Commission members should represent persons of diverse ages and interests, 

18 
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1 and should represent a variety of the City's neighborhoods. The City Council also shall endeavor to appoint 

2 Commission members that include parents, youth, musicians, persons involved in conducting or operating 

3 all ages youth-oriented musical and dance events or venues, and members of neighborhood groups. 

4 Commission members appointed under this subsection11Tiay not be employees of the City of Seattle, and 

5 will serve without compensation. 

6 2. The sixth Conimission member appointed by the City Council shall be a City 

7 Council member or Council staff person, and may serve on the Commission in this capacity only as long as 

8 he or she remains on the City Council or Council staff, subject to the terms of Subsection B of this Section 

9 6.295.190. 

10 3. The six (6) Commission members appointed by the Mayor shall be City employees 

11 with a demonstrated expertise in or professional responsibility for law enforcement, public safety, musical 

12 events, or youth or neighborhood issues and related matters. Mayoral appointees shall include, among 

13 others, representatives from the police department and fire department. Mayoral appointees may serve on 

14 the Commission in this capacity only as long as they remain City employees, subject to the terms of 

15 Subsection B of this Section 6.295.190 

16 B. Each Commission member shall serve a two (2)-year term; provided, however, that three (3) 

17 of the initial City Council appointees and three (3) of the initial Mayoral appointees shall serve initial terms 

18 of one (1) year, to provide for staggered terms. Following the initial appointments, the terms of one-half 

19 (1/2) of the Mayoral appointees and one-half (1/2) of the Council appointees shall begin on January 1 of 

20 even-numbered years, with all other terms beginning on January 1 of odd-nun1bered years. No Commission 
\ 

21 member may serve more than two (2) consecutive terms. Vacancies shall be filled for the duration of an 

22 unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment. If a person is appointed to fill the duration 

23 of an unexpired term, then that term shall qualify as one (1) of the two (2) consecutive terms only if the 

19 
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1 portion of the unexpired term actually served is one (1) year or more. If the appointing authority fails to 

2 appoint or re-appoint a person to fill a Commission position before the incumbent Commission member's 

3 term has expired, then the incumbent may remain in his or her position for a period not to exceed 60 days 

4 until such appointment or re-appointment is made. The authority that appointed a Commission member 

5 may remove that Commission member at will. The Commission may, by majority vote, remove from 

6 office a Commission member who is absent without excuse from three (3) Commission meetings during 

7 any one (1)-year period. The Commission shall select a chair, and may adopt, promulgate, amend and 

8 rescind administrative rules and regulations for its own conduct. 

9 c. The purposes and duties of the Commission are as follows: 

10 1. To promote and facilitate communication and understanding between and among 

11 all ages and youth youth-oriented music and dance promoters and. licensees, musicians, youth, parents, and 

12 governmental officials; and 

13 2. To promote an understanding of laws, policies and resources relating to all ages and 

14 youth-oriented music and dance events and venues in the City, and to make recommendations concerning 

15 these laws, policies and resources; and 

16 3. To provide, through its own broad-based membership, an informed opinion 

17 concerning all ages and )'ffUth youth-oriented music and dance venues in the City, to complement the work 

18 of the City's elected officials and departments in these areas, and to make recommendations to those elected 

19 officials; and 

20 4. When pertinent, to solicit public comment on issues relating to rJl ages and youth:: 

21 oriented -music and dance events and venues in the. City. 

22 D. In January, 2002, and annually thereafter, the Music and Youth Commission shall report 

23 to the City Council on the implementation of this Ordinance. This report shall include a complete 

20 
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1 review oflicenses issued, license violations and enforcement actions taken, and an assessment of the 

2 effectiveness of this ordinance in carrying out its purposes. 

3 
4 
5 6.295.200 Validity of Licenses Issued under Former Chapter 6.294. 

6 All licenses issued under fom1er Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 6.294 prior to the effective date of 

7 this ordinance, and which are otherwise valid, shall remain valid for thirty (30) days following the effective 

8 date of this ordinance. 

9 
10 Section 3. All violations occurring, all proceedings begun, and all notices given under Chapter 

11 6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code as it existed prior to its repeal by this ordinance shall continue 

12 unaffected by this ordinance. 

13 Section 4. Severability. The several provisions of this ordinance are declared to be separate and 

14 severable and the invalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or portion of this 

15 ordinance, or the invalidity of the application thereof to any person or circumstance, shall not affect the 

16 validity of the remainder of this ordinance or the validity of its application to other persons or 

17 circumstances. 

18 Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its 

19 approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after 

20 presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020. 

· 21 Passed by the City Council the __ day of _____ , 2000, and signed by me in open 

22 session in authentication of its passage this __ day of ________ , 2000. 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

President ___ of the City Council 

21 
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Approved by me this __ day of _______ , 2000. 

Mayor 

I· 

8 Filed by me this __ day of _______ ~ 2000. 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 (Seal) 
15 

22 

City Clerk 
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1 ORDINANCE 
2 
3 

-----

4 AN ORDINANCE relating to certain dances and dance venues; adding a new Chapter to the Seattle 
5 Municipal Code to regulate such dances and dance venues; providing penalties for violations; 
6 establishing a music and youth commission; and repealing Chapter 6.294 of the Seattle 
7 Municipal Code. / 
8 
9 

10 WHEREAS, Young persons under the age of 18 should have access to the arts, including dances, and 
11 should be able to participate in the cultural life of the City; and 
12 
13 WHEREAS, The problems associated with unregulated dances and dance venues that permit attendance 
14 by young persons under the age of 18, including but not limited to drug and alcohol use and 
15 abuse of children, are a matter of City concern; and 
16 
17 WHEREAS, Dances and dance venues that permit attendance by young persons under the age of 18 
18 should provide a safe and secure environment for these young patrons; and 
19 
20 WHEREAS, It is appropriate that dances that permit attendance by young persons under the age of 18, 
21 and the persons who operate such dances, meet certain requirements and qualifications to ensure 
22 a safe and secure environment for these young patrons; and 
23 
24 WHEREAS, To provide a safe and secure environment for young dance patrons and to prevent their 
25 victimization, it is important that persons who operate dances be free from recent convictions for 
26 crimes that specifically relate to their qualifications to operate such dances, including serious 
27 crimes against persons, certain sexual offenses, certain drug offenses, and certain crimes in 
28 which a minor was the victim; NOW, THEREFORE, 
29 
30 
31 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS: 

32 Section 1. Chapter 6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby repealed. 
33 
34 Section 2. A new Chapter is added to the Seattle Municipal Code to read as follows: 
35 
36 Chapter 6.295 
37 
38 ALL ACESYOUTH DANCES AND DANCE VENUES 
39 
40 
41 I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
42 
43 

1 
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1 6.295.010 Purpose. This Chapter is an exercise of police power for the protection of the health, safety 

2 and welfare of the general public, including those who attend All A.ges Youth Dances, and is not intended to 

3 create, establish or designate any particular class or group of persons who will be especially protected or 

4 benefited by its terms. 

5 6.295.020 Construction Qf Chapter. The provisions of this Chapter shall be construed liberally to 

6 accomplish its purposes. Nothing in this Chapter modifies, repeals or supersedes any provision of another 

7 ordinance, rule or requirement that may relate to All Ages Youth Dances or All Ages Youth Dance Venues, 

8 including but not lin1ited to building, land-use, planning, health and fire eedescodes and the noise-control 

9 ordinance. 

10 6.295.030 Chapter Subject to New License Code- Conflict. This Chapter is subject to the general 

11 provisions of the New License Code, Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 6.202, as those provisions now exist 

12 or may hereafter be modified. However, ifthere is a conflict between this Chapter and Chapter 6.202, this 

.13 Chapter shall govern. 

14 6.295.040 Definitions. For purposes of this Chapter, the following definitions shall apply: 

15 A. "All Ages Youth Dance" means any public dance7-fB-_which persons under age eighteen 

16 (18) years are allowed or permitted to attend~ or (2) at \:Vhich each patron is not required to sho'N valid 

17 picture identification, shmving that patron's date ofbirth, as u condition of entry. 

18 B. "All Ages Youth Dance Venue" means any place or premises where an A:ll Ages Youth 

19 Dance is conducted or operated, including but not limited to all hallways, bathrooms and other adjoining 

20 areas on the premises accessible to the public during the dance. 

21 c. A "conce1i" is any event at which live mlisic is played or sung, and at which the primary 

22 purpose of the person conducting or operating the event is for patrons to view a musical performance. 

2 
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·~ 
I 

D. A "dance" is any event at which the primary purpose of the person conducting or operating 

the event is for patrons to dance as that term is commonly defined. However, a "dance" shall not be defined 

to include an event that is a "concert" as that term is defined by this Chapter. 

E. "Department" means the Executive Services Department of the City of Seattle. 

F. "Director" means the Executive Services Director of the City of Seattle, or his or her 

6 designated representative. 

7 G. "Knowingly" shall have the definition set forth m Seattle Municipal Code Section 

8 12A.04.030 B. 

9 H. "On-site manager" is the person present at att All AgesYouth Dance or All AgesY01.1th 

10 Dance Venue who is responsible for the direct operation and oversight of the dance or venue and 

11 supervision of other employees or workers. 

12 I. "Person" includes any natural person and, in addition, a company, corporation, partnership, 

13 governmental entity, non-profit group or unincorporated association. 

14 J. "Public dance" means any dance that is readily accessible to the public. 

15 6.295.050 All AgcsYoutb Dance License Required. 

16 A. No person shall conduct or operate an fJl Ages Youth Dance unless the person who is 

17 conducting or operating such dance has obtained a license in accordance with this Chapter. If a fair, festival 

18 or other such event includes one or more separate All Ages Youth Dances, then only one license shall be 

19 required pursuant to this Chapter; provided, however, that each such i\:ll Ages Youth Dance or All-

20 Ages Youth Dance Venue must otherwise separately comply with the requirements of this Chapter. 

21 B. The requirements of this Chapter shall not apply if the i\.11 Ages Youth Dance admits one 

22 hundred fifty (150) or fewer than two hundred fifty (250) patrons. 
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C. The requirements of this Chapter shall not apply if the All Ages Youth Dance is sponsored 

conducted or operated by~ 

'1. Aan accredited educational institution: or7 

2. A non-profit tax exempt organization, corporation or association recognized by the 

United States of America as exempt from federal income taxation pursuant to Section 50l(c)(1) or 

(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of] 954, as now existing or hereafter amended; or 

. 3. The City of Seattle . 

9 6.295.060 License - Duration. Each license issued by the Director under this Chapter shall be valid for 

10 one (1) year. 

11 6.295.070 Fees. The fee for a license issued pursuant to this Chapter shall be one hundred twenty dollars 

12 ($120). This fee is, as to those persons for whom a licensing fee was required pursuant to former Chapter 

13 6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code, a continuation of the fee required under such former chapter and not a 

14 new fee. 

15 6.295.080 Authority of Director. The Director is authorized to: 

16 A. Make rules for the interpretation and implementation of this Chapter pursuant to the 

17 Administrative Code; and 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 

24 

25 

B. Grant, deny, suspend or revoke licenses according to the terms of this Chapter; and 

c. Collect fees according to the terms of this Chapter. 

II. LICENSING REQUIREMENTS AND PROCESS 

6.295.090 License Application. The person desiring to conduct or operate an All Ages Youth Dance shall I 
1 

be responsible for obtaining a license. The applicant shall complete a license application, which shall 

include the following: 

4 
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A. The name (including any aliases or former names), address, day and evening telephone 

numbers and date of birth of the applicant. If the applicant is not a natural person, then this information shall 

be provided for both the applicant (excepting date of birth) and for the natural person making the 

4 application on behalf of the applicant. If the applicant is not a natural person, the applicant also shall 

5 provide the names (including any aliases or former names), addresses, day and evening telephone numbers 

6 and dates of birth of the limited partners, partners, owners, and principals of the applicant. 

7 B. The name (including any aliases or fom1er names), address, day and evening telephone 

8 numbers and date of birth of any On-Site Manager the applicant will employ or utilize at any Youth Dance 

9 Venue durimr the licensing period. 

10 CB. A statement of indemnification and proof of insurance consistent with Municipal Code 

11 Section 6.295.150. 

12 DG. A statement from the applicant that any premises on which the applicant will conduct or 

13 operate any /\11 Ages Youth Dance will comply with all laws and other legal requirements, including but not 

14 limited to building, land-use, health, planning, health and fire codes and the noise-control ordinance; and a 

15 statement that the applicant and any employee or agent thereof will, in the conduct of any t'\:11 Ages Youth 

16 Dance, comply with all laws and other legal requirements, including but not limited to the building, land-

17 use, health, planning, health and fire codes and the noise-control ordinance. 

18 ,E:9. A statement that neither the applicant, nor the natural person making the application on 

19 behalf of an applicant that is not a natural person, nor any limited partner, partner, owner or principal of an 

20 applicant that is not a natural person, nor any On-Site Manager the applicant will employ or utilize at any 

21 Youth Dance Venue during the licensing period: (1) is currently the subject of a license suspension or 

22 revocation pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160; or (2) has at any time been determined to 

23 be a sexually-violent predator pursuant to RCW Ch. 71.09 or equivalent statute; or (3) has been convicted 
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1 within the ten (10) years preceding the filing of the license application of any crime listed in Subsection C 

2 of Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.100; or ( 4) has been convicted within the five (5) years preceding 

3 the filing of the license application of any crime listed in Subsection D of Seattle Municipal Code Section 

4 6.295.100. 

5 F.& Such other information as the Director reqmres by rule adopted pursuant to the 

6 Administrative Code for the health, safety and welfare of the patrons of All AgesYouth Dances and .Afl-

7 Ages Youth Dance Venues and the general public. 

8 GE A certification or declaration under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

9 Washington that the information and statements in the application are true and con-ect. 

10 
11 6.295.100 Approval or Denial of License Application - Grounds. Upon the filing of a 

12 complete application, including but not limited to compliance with Seattle Municipal Code 6.295.150, 

13 +.the Director shall grant a license unless the license applicant, or the natural person making the application 

14 on behalf of an applicant that is not a natural person, or any limited partner, partner, owner or principal of 

15 an applicant that is not a natural person, or any On-Site Manager listed in the am)lication pursuant to 

16 Subsection B of Seattle Municipal Code 6.295.090;.;.~ 

17 A. Is cun-ently the subject of a license suspension or revocation pursuant to Seattle 

18 Municipal Code Section 6.295.160; or 

19 B. Has, at any time, been determined to be a sexually-violent predator pursuant to 

20 RCW Ch. 71.09 or equivalent statute; or 

21 c. Has been convicted within the ten (10) years preceding the filing of such application 

22 of: 

23 1. Any sexual crime involving a minor or child as a victim, :including but not 

24 limited to: such crimes charged under RCW Ch. 9.68A (sexual exploitation of children), or RCW Ch. 

6 
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1 9A.44 (sex offenses), or felony crimes charged under RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prostitution), 

2 or such crimes included within RCW 9.94A.030(37) (sex offenses), or such crimes included within RCW 

3 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or a crime for which a fmding of sexual motivation 

4 has been made pursuant to RCW 9.94A.127, or ext01iion for sexual favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56. l 1 O; or 

5 2. An attempt or conspiracy to commit any crime as set forth in this Subsection 

6 C, or of aiding and abetting such crime; or 

7 D. Has, under circumstances not requiring license denial pursuant to the preceding 

8 Subsections B and C, been convicted within the five (5) years preceding the filing of such application of: 

9 1. Any felony crime involving the unlawful manufacture, sale, delivery, 

10 dispensing, distribution, or the possession with intent to manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a 

11 drug, legend drug, or controlled substance, including but not limited to those crimes charged under RCW 

12 Ch. 69.41 (legend drugs), RCW Ch. 69.43 (precursor drugs) and RCW Ch. 69.50 (Uniform Controlled 

13 Substances Act); or 

14 2. Any felony crime of violence as defined by RCW 9.41.010(11), a most 

15 serious offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(27), a violent offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(44), or 

16 a felony with a deadly weapon finding or verdict under RCW 9.94A.125; or 

17 3. Any sexual offense, including but not limited to: a sex offense as defined by 

18 · RCW 9 .94A.030(3 7) or RCW Ch. 9 A.44, a crime for which a finding of sexual motivation has been made 

19 under RCW 9.94A.127, extortion to obtain sexual favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56.110, or sexual offenses 

20 included within RCW 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or felony crimes charged 

21 under RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prostitution); or 

22 4 An attempt or conspiracy to commit any crime as set forth in this Subsection 

23 D, or of aiding and abetting such crime. 

7 
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1 6.295.110 Approval or Denial of License Application - Time Frame. The Director normally shall 

2 approve or deny a license within ten (10) business days of the filing of a complete application under 

3 Municipal Code Sections 6.202.130 and 6.295.090; provided, however, that the Director may talce 

4 reasonable additional time for approval or denial when necessary to conduct a criminal-history 

5 investigation. 

6 6.295.120 License - Limited to Licensee. Any license issued under this Chapter shall apply to a single 

7 licensee, and- shall not be transferable to other persons or licensees. The licensee may use such license at 

8 any All Ages Youth Dance Venue or Venues; provided, however, that such use shall use shall not excuse the 

9 licensee or venue from compliance with any ordinance, rule or requirement that may relate to such licensee 

10 or venue, including but not limited to building, land-use, planning, health and fire codes and the noise-

11 control ordinance; and provided further that such use shall not result in an extension of the duration of such 

12 license. 

13 6.295.130 Security Personnel. 

14 A. It shall be the obligation of every person licensed under this Chapter to insure that an 

15 adequate number of qualified security personnel are employed and in attendance at aft All AgesYouth 

16 Dance Venue during and following each /'rll Ages Youth Dance, in order to maintain order and ensure 

17 compliance with the law. SpecificallyAn "adequate number of qualified security personnel" shall include at 

18 least two (2) qualified security persons at each Youth Dance or Youth Dance Venue, plus at least one (1) 

19 additional qualified security person for eve1y one hundred (100) patrons admitted to the Youth Dance or 

20 Youth Dance Venue, in addition to the first one hundred fifty (150) patrons so admitted. 

21 B. At least two (2) security persons at each Youth Dance or Youth Dance Venue shall be sworn 

22 law-enforcement perso1mel, licensed by the Washington State Criminal Justice Training Commission. Such 

23 sworn law-enforcement personnel shall be off duty and compensated by the licensee. One such S\vorn law-

8 
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1 enforcement person shall patrol the sidewalks and other public areas abutting the Youth Dance Venue 

2 during and following each Youth Dance. Those security pers01mel who are not sworn law-enforcement 

3 personnel must b_e licensed and insured pursuant to RCW Ch. 18.170 and WAC Ch. 308-18, and further 

4 must have received formal training in crowd control by an agency not associated \Vith the licensee.,--ffi:l€fi 

5 person must provide two (2) persons 'Nho have received f01n1al training in crmvd control and event 

6 mar,ugement, plus one (1) additional person so trained for every one lnmdred (100) patrons admitted to the 

7 All Ages Dance or All Ages Dance Vence in addition to the first tv.'o hundred filty (250) patrons so 

8 admitted. 

9 6.295.135 Access-Peace Officers-Director. 

10 All peace officers of the City of Seattle and/or the Director shall have free access to All Ages Youth Dance 

11 Venues when an All Ages Youth Dance is being conducted or operated for the purpose of inspection and to 

12 enforce compliance with the provisions of this Chapter. 

13 6.295.140 On-Site Manager. 

14 It shall be the obligation of every person licensed under this Chapter to insure that at least one on-

15 site manager is employed and in attendance at an All AgesYouth Dance Venue dming and following each 

16 All I\ges Youth Dance, to be _responsible for the direct operation and oversight of the dance and venue and 

17 supervision of other employees or workers. 

18 6.295.142 Age restrictions - Identification requirements - Penalties 

19 A. No person conducting or operating a Youth Dance shall pe1111it, either by act or omission, 

20 any person under the age of fifteen (15) years to enter or remain on the premises unless that person is 

21 accompanied by his or her parent or 1egal guardian. 

22 B. The person conducting or operating a Youth Dance sha11 requfre identification showing the 

23 age of each person admitted or seeking to be admitted to such dance. 

9 
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1 C. Any person \Vho shall by affirmative misrepresentation of age obtain admission to or 

2 permission to remain in any Youth Dance in violation of this Chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 

3 may be punished by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment for a term not to 

4 exceed ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisvmment. 

5 D. Any person who knowingly or recklessly shall permit a person to enter or remain at anv 

6 Youth Dance in violation of this Section 6.295.142 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and may be punished 

7 by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imp1isonment for a term not to exceed ninety 

8 (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

9 

10 6.295.144 Hours of operation. No Youth Dance shall be operated or conducted between the hours of two 

11 (2) a.m. and eight (8) a.m. It shall be the responsibility of the licensee to remove persons under eighteen 

12 (18) years of age from any Public Dance no later than two (?) a.m. if such dance is to continue past such 

13 hour. 

14 6.295.148 Readmission fee. No person conducting or operating a Youth Dance shall pennit any person, 

15 other than an employee or other worker, to leave such dance and return unless that person pavs a 

16 readmission fee equal to, or greater than, one-half (1/2) the 01iginal price of admission. 

17 6.295.150 Indemnification. 

18 ~A~. __ The licensee shall indemnify and hold the City ham1less from any and all losses, claims, 

19 actions or damages suffered by any person or persons by reason of or resulting from any negligence of the 

20 licensee or its agents, employees, or patrons or on account of any act or omission of the licensee in its 

21 exercise of its license or use or occupancy of any premises in connection with such license. In the event any 

22 suit or action is· brought against the City, the licensee shall, upon notice of the commencement thereof, 

23 defend the same, at no cost and expense to the City, and promptly satisfy any final judgment adverse to the 

10 



Youth Dance Ordinance -·~"' 
August 23, 2000 1 

Mayor's proposed revisions--DRAFT 
Page 11 

1 City or to the City and the licensee jointly; provided, that in the event the City determines that one (1) or 

2 more principles of governmental or public law are involved, the City retains the right to participate in such 

3 action. The above liability shall not be diminished by the fact, if it be a fact, that any such death, injury, 

4 damage,. loss, cost or expense may have been, or may be alleged to have been, contributed to by the 

5 negligence of the City or its officers, employees or agents; provided, however, that nothing contained in this 

6 section shall be construed as requiring the licensee to indemnify the City against liability for damages 

7 arising out of bodily injury to persons or damage to property caused by or resulting from the sole 

8 negligence of the City, or its officers, employees or agents. 

9 B. As a condition precedent to obtaining a license, the Jjcensee shall, at no expense to the City, 

10 secure and maintain during the full term of the license, general comprehensive liability insurance issued by 

11 9ne (1) or more companies authorized to do business in the State of Washington, which insurance shall be 

12 subject to the approval of the City Risk Manager as to company, form and coverage, and which insurance 

13 must fully protect the City from any and all claims and risks in connection with any activity under the 

14 license or use or occupancy of any Youth Dance Venue, and provide the following minimum coverage: 

15 (1) One Minion Dollars ($1,000,000) per person, per occmTence; and 

16 (2) One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) annual aggregate. 

17 Said policy must specificallv name the City of Seattle as an additional insured paity thereunder in the 

18 following manner: 

19 The City of Seattle is an additional insured for all coverages provided bv this policv of 

20 insurance and shall be fully and completely protected by this policy and for any claim, suit, 

21 injury, death, damage or loss of any soit sustained by a person, organization or comoration 

22 in co1mcction \Vi th any activity under the license or use or occupancy of any Youth Dance 

23 Venue regulated by this section. 

11 
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The coverages provided by this policy to the City or any other named insured shall not be 

terminated, reduced, or otherwise changed in any respect without providing at least thi1ty 

(30) days prior written notice to the Risk Manager of the City of Seattle. 

C. The licensee shall deliver to the Risk Manager of the City of Seattle a copy of all policies 

5 required under this provision and all endorsements thereto or other evidence to the reasonable satisfaction 

6 of the Risk Manager that the licensee has secured or renewed and is maintaining insurance as required by 

7 this section. 

8 The "ACCORD" fom1 of Certification of Insurance shall not be submitted as such evidence, and 

9 shall not be deemed to be satisfacto1y evidence unless the following changes are made on such form: 

10 

11 The wording on the top of the form: 

12 This certificate is issued as a matter of information only and confers no rights upon the certificate 

13 holder. 

14 shall be deleted in its entirety. 

15 

16 The wording at the bottom of the fom1: 

17 Should any of the above-described policies be canceled. reduced as to coverage, or othellvise 

18 changed befol'e the expiration date thereof, the issuing company shall provide written notice of such 

19 action to the Risk Manager of the City of Seattle. 

20 

21 D. The procuring of the insurance required by this section shall not be construed to limit the 

22 licensee's liabilitv thereunder. 

12 
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E. The licensee shall provide for the prompt and efficient handling of all claims for injury, 

death, damage or loss arising out of the acts or omissions of licensee. The licensee agrees that all such 

· claims, whether processed by the licensee or its insurer, either indirectly or by means of an agent will be 

handled by a person with a pe1manent office within the corporate limits of Seattle. 

8 III. ENFORCEMENT 
9 

10 6.295.160. Suspension or Revocation - Grounds, Duration and Administrative Appeal. 

11 A. A license issued pursuant to this Chapter may be suspended or revoked pursuant to the terms 

12 of this Chapter upon a finding that any one (1) or more of the following violations exist or have occurred: 

13 1. The license was procured by fraud or false representation or omission of material 

14 fact in the license application; or 

15 2. The applicant or licensee, or natural person who made the license application on 

16 behalf of the applicant or licensee, or any limited partner, partner, owner~-BF principal or On-Site Manager 

17 of the applicant or licensee has: 

18 a. Knowingly made any false statement or given any false information m 

19 connection with an application for a license; or 

20 b. Has violated any of the provisions of this Chapter or has committed any act 

21 which is a ground for denial of a license issued pursuant to this Chapter; or 

22 3 The licensee, or any employee or agent thereof, has or have knowingly allowed or 

23 permitted to occur at any AH Ages Youth Dance Venue: 

13 
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a. Any felony crime of violence as defined by RCW 9.41.010(11), a most 

2 serious offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(27), a violent offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(44), or 

3 a felony involving the use or display of a deadly weapon ; or 

4 b. Any felony sexual offense, including but not limited to a sex offense as 

5 defined by RCW 9.94A.030(37) or RCW Ch. 9A.44, a felony as defined by RCW Ch. 9.68A (sexual 

6 exploitation of minors) or RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prostitution), a felony sexual offense 

7 included under RCW 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or extortion to obtain sexual 

8 favors pursuant to RCW 9 A.56.11 O; or 

9 c. Any felony sexual offense involving a minor as the victim, or any crime 

10 involving prostitution or promoting prostitution, or indecent exposure; or 

11 d. Any act of solicitation for prostitution; or 

12 e. The unlawful possession of any weapon or firearm; or 

13 4. On three or more occasions during any one-year period, the licensee or any 

14 employee or agent thereof has or have knowingly allowed or permitted to occur at any All AgesYouth 

15 Dance Venue or combination of Venues: 

16 a. The unlawful possession, consumption, openmg, sale, purchase or supplying of 

17 liquor as defined in RCW 66.04.010(20); or 

18 The unlawful possession, manufacture, sale, delivery, dispensing, distribution, or the 

19 possession with intent to manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a drug, legend drug or controlled 

20 substance. 

21 For purposes of this Subsection A4, the actions or knowledge of an employee or agent of the licensee shall 

22 be imputed to the licensee; or 

14 
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1 5. On three or more occasions during any one-year period, any building structure or premises 

2 at which the licensee operated or conducted any All Ages Youth Dance, or any combination of such 

3 buildings, structures or premises, failed to comply with the building, land-use, planning, health -or fire 

4 codes or the noise-control ordinance. 

5 B. The duration of any suspensions or revocations of licenses issued under this Chapter shall be 

6 as follows: 

7 1. A 30-day suspension upon the first violation during any one-year period; 

8 2. A 90-day suspension upon the second such violation; 

9 3. A one-year revocation upon the third such violation; 

10 Provided, however, that if a license is suspended or revoked because any person listed in 

11 Subsection A 2 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160 has been determined to be a sexually-

12 violent predator, or has been convicted of a crime set forth in Subsections C or D of Seattle Municipal Code 

13 Section 6.295.100, then the person against whom such finding or conviction has been entered shall be 

14 disqualified from licensing pursuant to this Chapter, or from being an applicant, a limited partner, partner, 

15 owner~-Bf principal or On-Site Manager of an applicant, or from making an application on behalf of an 

16 applicant under this Chapter, during the relevant periods of disqualification set forth in Subsections B, C or 

17 D of Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.100; and 

18 Provided further, that the fourth and subsequent occasions during any one-year period on 

19 which the licensee or any employee or agent thereof has knowingly allowed or permitted to occur those 

20 activities set forth in Subsection A 4 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160, or on which any 

21 building, structure or premises has failed to comply with the building, land use, planning health or fire 

22 codes. or the noise-control ordinance .-as set forth in Subsection A 5 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 

15 
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1 6.295.160, each shall be counted as a separate violation for which a license issued pursuant to this Chapter 

2 may be suspended or revoked. 

3 C. Notice and Administrative Appeal. 

4 1. For each occasion on which it is alleged the licensee, or any employee or agent 

5 thereof, has knowingly allowed or permitted those activities set forth in Subsection A 4 of this Seattle 

6 Municipal Code Section 6.295 .160, or on which any building, structure or premises has failed to comply 

7 with the building, land-use, planning health or fire codes or the noise-control ordinance as set forth in 

8 Subsection A 5 herein, and which occasion does not constitute a violation for which a license issued 

9 pursuant to this Chapter may be suspended or revoked, the Director shall give written notice to the 

10 affected licensee. Such notice shall be mailed or delivered to the licensee within ten (10) days of such 

11 time that the Director was made aware of such occasion. 

12 2. Any such notice shall state that the licensee is entitled to a hearing to respond to the 

13 notice and introduce any evidence to refute the allegations contained in the notice. Upon written request 

14 filed within ten (10) days after the date of the notice, the Director shall set a hearing date, which shall be 

15 not more than fourteen (14) days from the date of the receipt of the request. Failure to file a timely 

16 written request shall constitute waiver of any right to appeal the notice. 

17 3. The hearing shall be held by the Director of Revenue and Consumer Affairs. 

18 4. The hearing shall be informal, but shall be recorded by electronic means provided by 

19 the Director of Revenue and Consumer Affairs. Within twenty (20) days of the hearing, the Director of 

20 Revenue and Consumer Affairs shall issue a written ruling including factual findings and conclusions, 

21 with supporting reasons, affirming, modifying, or reversing the notice. The decision shall be mailed by 

22 first class mail to the licensee. 

16 
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. 1 \ . 

1 5. The decision of the Director of Revenue and Consumer Affairs is subject to review by 

2 the Hearing Examiner and panel of Commissioners only during a license suspension or revocation 

3 hearing as provided for SMC 6.295 .180. 

4 6.295.170 Operating without a License. 

5 A. Any person who conducts or operates an A:ll Ages Youth Dance or All Ages Youth Dance 

6 Venue without a valid license issued pursuant to this Chapter commits an infraction, the penalty for which 

7 cannot exceed $500; provided that if such person previously has been determined to have committed such 

8 infraction or has been found guilty under this subsection, then such person is guilty of a misdemeanor, and 

9 may be punished by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment for a term not to 

10 exceed ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. Absolute liability is imposed by this 

11 Subsection pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Section 12A.04.100. 

12 

13 

14 
15 
16 
17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

B. Any person who is convicted of a crime pursuant to the above Subsection A is ineligible to 

apply for aH: i\ll Ages Youth Dance license for (30) days following such conviction.such conviction. 

6.295.180 Appeals of License Denials, Suspensions or Revocations - Role of Music and Youth 
Commission. 

A. Appeals from denials, suspensions or revocations of licenses issued under this Chapter shall 

be heard and decided jointly by the Hearing Examiner and two (2) Youth and Music Commission members 

as provided herein. Except as otherwise provided herein, these appeals shall be heard in the manner 

prescribed by Seattle Municipal Code Chapters 3.02 and 6.202. 

B. Whenever the Hearing Examiner receives a timely notice of appeal, pursuant to Seattle 

22 Municipal Code Section 6.202.270, of a decision to deny, suspend or revoke a license issued pursuant to 

23 this Chapter, the Chair of the Commission shall within fifteen (15) working days of having received such 

24 notice select two (2) of its members to hear and decide that appeal jointly with the Hearing Examiner. Only 

25 Commission members appointed by the City Council pursuant to Subsection A 1 of Seattle Municipal Code 

17 
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1 Section 6.295.190 shall be eligible to be selected to hear and decide such appeals. No Commission member 

2 who has had a pecuniary, private or personal interest or bias in the matter, or who has otherwise been 

3 involved in the matter, shall be selected to hear and decide such appeal. The designated Commission 

4 representatives each shall have an equal vote with the- Hearing Examiner, except the Hearing Examiner 

5 shall be the chairperson of the panel and shall make all evidentiary rulings. Should a question arise as to the 

6 previous involvement, interest or bias of a designated Commission member, the Hearing Examiner shall 

7 resolve the issue in conformance with the law on the subject. 

8 c. Within thirty (30) days after the conclusion of the hearing, the Hearing Examiner shall 

9 prepare a written decision and order which shall be signed by all members of the panel concurring in the 

10 decision. An applicant or licensee aggrieved by the decision may seek judicial review of that decision, and 

11 may do so only by applying for a writ of review in the King County Superior Court under the provisions of 

12 Chapter 7 .16 of the Revised Code of Washington. An application for a writ of review must be filed with the 

13 Court and served on all parties within fourteen (14) days of the date the decision was issued. 
I 

14 
15 IV. MISCELLANEOUS 
16 
17 6.295.190 Music and Youth Commission - Composition and Authority. 

18 A. There is established a twelve (12)-member Music and Youth Commission. The Music and 

19 Youth Commission shall be housed and administratively supported within the Seattle Arts Commission. 

20 Six (6) Commission members shall be appointed by majority vote of the City Council, and six (6) 

21 Commission members shall be appointed by the Mayor, as follows: 

22 1. Five (5) of the six (6) Commission members appointed by the City Council shall be 

23 Seattle residents with a demonstrated interest in matters relating to music, dance and all ages vouth-

24 oriented musical and dance events, neighborhood or youth-related issues, public safety or law-enforcement. 

25 To the extent possible, these Commission members should represent persons of diverse ages and interests, . 

18 
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1 and should represent a variety of the City's neighborhoods. The City Council also shall endeavor to appoint 

2 Commission members that include parents, youth, musicians, persons involved in conducting or operating 

3 all ages youth-oriented musical and dance events or venues, and members of neighborhood groups. 

4 Commission members appointed under this subsection1may not be employees of the City of Seattle, and 

5 will serve without compensation. 

6 2. The sixth Commission member appointed by the City Council shall be a City 

7 Council member or Council staff person, and may serve on the Commission in this capacity only as long as 

8 he or she remains on the City Council or Council staff, subject to the tem1s of Subsection B of this Section 

9 6.295.190. 

10 3. The six (6) Commission members appointed by the Mayor shall be City employees 

11 with a demonstrated expertise in or professional responsibility for law enforcement, public safety, musical 

12 events, or youth or neighborhood issues and related matters. Mayoral appointees shall include, among 

13 others, representatives from the police department and fire department. Mayoral appointees may serve on 

14 the Commission in this capacity only as long as they remain City employees, subject to the terms of 

15 Subsection B of this Section 6.295.190 

16 B. Each Commission member shall serve a tWo (2)-year tem1; provided, however, that three (3) 

17 of the initial City Council appointees and three (3) of the initial Mayoral appointees shall serve initial terms 

18 of one (1) year, to provide for staggered tem1s. Following the initial appointments, the terms of one-half 

19 (1/2) of the Mayoral appointees and one-half (1/2) of the Council appointees shall begin on January 1 of 

20 even-numbered years, with all other terms beginning on January 1 of odd-numbered years. No Commission 

21 member may serve more than two (2) consecutive terms. Vacancies shall be filled for the duration of an 

22 unexpired term in the san1e manner as the original appointment. If a person is appointed to fill the duration 

23 of an unexpired term, then that term shall qualify as one (1) of the two (2) consecutive terms only if the 

19 
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1 portion of the unexpired term actually served is one (1) year or more. If the appointing authority fails to 

2 appoint or re-appoint a p~rson to fill a Commission position before the incumbent Commission member's 

3 term has expired, then the incumbent may remain in his or her position for a period not to exceed 60 days 

4 until such appointment or re-appointment is made. The authority that appointed a Commission member 

5 may remove that Commission member at will. The Commission may, by majority vote, remove from 

6 office a Commission member who is absent without excuse from three (3) Commission meetings during 

7 any one (1)-year period. The Commission shall select a chair, and may adopt, promulgate, amend and 

8 rescind administrative rules and regulations for its own conduct. 

9 c. The purposes and duties of the Commission are as follows: 

10 1. To promote and facilitate communication and understanding between and among 

11 all ages and youth youth-oriented music and dance promoters and licensees, musicians, youth, parents, and 

12 governmental officials; and 

13 2. To promote an understanding of laws, policies and resources relating to all ages and 

14 youth-oriented music and dance events and venues in the City, and to make recommendations concerning 

15 these laws, policies and resources; and 

16 3. To provide, through its own broad-based membership, an informed opllllon 

1 7 concerning all ages and youth youth-oriented music and dance venues in the City, to complement the work 

18 of the City's elected officials and departments in these areas, and to make recommendations to those electe~ 

19 officials; and 

20 4. When pertinent, to solicit public comment on issues relating to all nges and youth: 

21 oriented -music and dance events and venues in the City. 

22 D. In January, 2002, and annually thereafter, the Music and Youth Commission shall rep01i 

23 to the City Council on the implementation of this Ordinance. This report shall include a complete 

20 
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1 review of licenses issued, license violations and enforcement actions taken, and an assessment of the 

2 effectiveness of this ordinance in carrying out its purposes. 

3 
4 
5 6.295.200 Validity of Licenses Issued under Former Chapter 6.294. 

6 All licenses issued under former Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 6.294 prior to the effective date of 

7 this ordinance, and which are otherwise valid, shall remain valid for thirty (30) days following the effective 

8 date of this ordinance. 

9 
10 Section 3. All violations occurring, all proceedings begun, and all notices given under Chapter 

11 6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code as it existed prior to its repeal by this ordinance shall continue 

12 unaffected by this ordinance. 

13 Section 4. Severability. The several provisions of this ordinance are declared to be separate and 

14 severable and the invalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or portion of this 

15 ordinance, or the invalidity of the application thereof to any person or circumstance, shall not affect the 

16 validity of the remainder of this ordinance or the validity of its application to other persons or 

1 7 circumstances. 

18 Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its 

19 approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after 

20 presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020. 

21 Passed by the City Council the __ day of , 2000, and signed by me in open 

22 session in authentication of its passage this __ day of , 2000. 

23 
24 
25 President of the City Council 
26 
27 
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Approved by me this __ day of _______ , 2000. 

Mayor 

J 

8 Filed by me this __ day of ________ , 2000. 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 (Seal) 
15 

22 

City Clerk 
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Office of the Mayor 

August 1 7, 2000 

The Honorable Richard Conlin 
The Honorable Nick Licata 
Seattle City Council 
MIS 01-11-01 
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CITY CLERK 

I 

Dear Councilmembers Conlin and Licata: 

* lf ·* 

I have reviewed the recommendations of the Music and Youth Task Force and the draft 
ordinance that the City Council is considering for vote. At one of the early meetings of the 
Task Force, I stated that my goal was to improve access for youth and to do so in a safe 
and secure environment. That goal remains important to me. I am qonfident that this goal 
is shared by City Council, the entertainment industry, and youth and parents alike. While I 
applaud the work of the Taskforce, there are three areas that require further examination 
before we should consider repealing the existing Teen Dance ordinance: 

ALL AGES. The draft ordinance currently allows all ages to attend events without a parent 
or guardian. I propose establishing a standard that allows youth who are fifteen years and 
older to attend without a parent or guardian. Those who are fourteen years or younger 
should require the presence of a parent or guardian. 

SAFETY AND SECURITY. The Seattle Police Department's active participation as an 
essential component of security is important. The presence of our police officers outside 
the entertainment venue and their full access inside the venue to monitor activities will 
help deter potential problems and provide an immediate response in the event of an 
incident. Peer security and youth intervention counselors hired by the event promoter can 
be a valuable addition to the Seattle Police Department presence. The use of off-duty 
police officers and licensed, bonded peer security should be viewed as options for 
promoters to consider, depending on the event's expected level of attendance and potential 
security risks. The importance of establishing and maintaining a safe and secure 
environment should encourage additional in-depth decision by City Councilmembers, the 
entertainment industry, and the Seattle Police Depa1iment before a final vote is made. 

INSURANCE. The Music & Teen Dance events - as with other entertainment activities -
should be conducted with an appropriate level of insurance. To conduct these activities 
without insurance would not be responsible and could result in unforeseen costs to the 
City. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~(i)~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

600 Fourth Avenue, 12th Floor, Seattle, WA 98104-1873 
Tel: (206) 684-4000, TDD: (206) 684-8811, Fax: (206) 684-5360, E-mail: mayors.office@ci.seattle.wa.us 

An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request. 
r.!l,~804·M 

* • 
'* 
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Councilmembers Conlin and Licata 
August 17, 2000 
Page2 

I applaud the Taskforce for their work and I fully support the reconunendations for an 
appeal process that involves city, industry and community members; maintains standards 
for license eligibility that emphasizes a background theck for criminal activity before a 
license is issued; and establishes a music and youth commission that represents a diversity 
of age, interests, and our city neighborhoods. 

I encourage the City Council to consider these issues before voting to repeal the current 
Teen Dance ordinance. 

Very truly yours, 

1:~5d)Jlf 
cc: Seattle City Councilmembers 



Legislative Department 
Office of City Clerk 
Memorandum 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

September 21, 2000 

File - CB 113302, CF 304087 

Judith E. Pippin, City Cler 
Veto by Mayor, CB 113302 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Council Bill No. 113302, after passage by the City Council, was 
duly presented to the Mayor and by him disapproved and returned to the City Council with his 
objections in writing; that the objections of the Mayor were duly entered at large on the Journal of 
the Council and published in the City's Official Newspaper; that said Bill was duly reconsidered and 
voted upon by the City Council not less than five ( 5) days after such publication and within thirty 
(30) days after said Bill had been so returned, to-wit, on September 18, 2000; and that upon such 
reconsideration said Council Bill, on said last mentioned date, failed to pass said City Council by the 
affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of all the members elected. 

Room 104, Municipal Building, Seattle, Washington 98104-1892 
(206) 684-8344 Fax: (206) 386-9025 TTY: (206) 233-0025 

email: clerk@ci.seattle.wa.us 
Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request. An equal opportunity-affirmative action employer 
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1 ORDINANCE 
2 
3 

I/ I 

-----

4 AN ORDINANCE relating to certain dances and dance venues; adding a new Chapter to the Seattle 
5 Municipal Code to regulate such dances and dance venues; providing penalties for violations; 
6 establishing a music and youth commission; and repealing Chapter 6.294 of the Seattle 
7 Municipal Code. 
8 
9 

10 WHEREAS, Young persons under the age of 18 should have access to the arts, including dances, and 
11 should be able to participate in the cultural life of the City; and 
12 
13 WHEREAS, The problems assoc·.....,,,/"" 
14 by young persons un 
15 abuse of c ild e a 
16 
17 en s that permit attendance by young persons under the age of 18 
18 ecure enviromnent for these young patrons; and 
19 
20 WHEREAS, It i ppr riate that dances that permit attendance by young persons under the age of 18, 
21 and t per s who operate such dances, meet certain requirements and qualifications to ensure 
22 secure environment for these young patrons; and 
23 
24 WHEREAS, To provide a safe and secure environment for young dance patrons and to prevent their 
25 victimization, it is important that persons who operate dances be free from recent convictions for 
26 crimes that specifically relate to their qualifications to operate such dances, including serious 
27 crimes against persons, certain sexual offenses, certain drug offenses, and ce1iain crimes in 
28 which a minor was the victim; NOW, THEREFORE, 
29 
30 
31 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS: 

32 Section 1. Chapter 6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby rep,ealed. 
33 
34 Section 2. A new Chapter is added to the Seattle Municipal Code to read as follows: 
35 
36 Chapter 6.295 
37 
38 ALL-AGES DANCES AND DANCE VENUES 
39 
40 
41 I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
42 
43 

1 
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1 6.295.010 Purpose. This Chapter is an exercise of police power for the protection of the health, safety 

2 and welfare of those who attend All-Ages Dances, and is not intended to create, establish or designate any 

3 particular class or group of persons who will be especially protected or benefited by its terms. 

4 6.295.020 Construction of Chapter. The provisions of this Chapter shall be construed liberally to 

5 accomplish its purposes. Nothing in this Chapter modifies, repeals or supersedes any provision of another 

6 ordinance, rnle or requirement that may relate to All-Ages Dances or All-Ages Dance Venues, including 

7 but not limited to building, land-use, planning, health and fire codes. 

8 6.295.030 Chapter Subject to New License Code- Conflict. This Chapter is subject to the general 

9 provisions of the New License Code, Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 6.202, as those provisions now exist 

10 or may hereafter be modified. However, ifthere is a conflict between this Chapter and Chapter 6.202, this 

11 Chapter shall govern. 

12 6.295.040 Definitions. For purposes of this Chapter, the following definitions shall apply: 

13 A. "All-Ages Dance" means any public dance: (1) which persons under age eighteen (18) years 

14 are allowed or . permitted to attend or (2) at which each patron . is npt required to show valid picture 
! , r 

15 identification, showing that patron's date of birth, as a condition of entry. 

16 B. "All-Ages Dance Venue" means· any place or premises where an All-Ages Dance is 

17 conducted or operated, including but not limited to all hallways, bathrooms and other adjoining areas on the 

18 premises accessible to the public during the dance. 

19 C. A "concert" is any event at which live music is played or sung, and at which the p1imary 

20 purpose of the person conducting or operating the event is for patrons to view a musical performance. 

21 D. A "dance" is any event at which the primary purpose of the person conducting or operating 

22 the event is for patrons to dance as that term is commonly defined. However, a "dance" shall not be defined 

23 to include an event that is a "concert" as that term is defined by this Chapter. 

\ 2 
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E. "Department" means the Executive Services Department of the City of Seattle. 

F. "Director" means the Executive Services Director of the City of Seattle, or his or her 

3 designated representative. 

4 G. "Knowingly" shall have the definition set forth m Seattle Municipal Code Section 

5 12A.04.030 B. 

6 H. "On-site manager" is the person present at an All-Ages Dance or AU-Ages Dance Venue 

7 who is responsible for the direct operation and oversight of the dance or venue and supervision of other 

8 employees or workers. 

9 I. "Person" includes any natural person and, in addition, a company, corporation, paiinership, 

10 governmental entity, non-profit group or unincorporated association. 

11 J. "Public dance" means any dance that is readily accessible to the public. 

12 6.295.050 All-Ages Dance License Required. 

13 A. No person shall conduct or operate an All-Ages Dance unless the person who is conducting 

14 or operating such dance has obtained a license in accordance with this Chapter. If a fair, festival or other 

15 such event includes one or more separate All-Ages Dances, then only one license shall be required pursuant 

16 to this Chapter; provided, however, that each such All-Ages Dance or AU-Ages Dai1ce Venue must 

17 otherwise separately comply with the requirements of this Chapter. 

18 B. The requirements of this Chapter shall not apply if the All-Ages Dance admits fewer than 

19 two hundred fifty (250) patrons. 

20 c. The requirements of this Chapter shall not apply if the All-Ages Dance is sponsored by an 

21 accredited educational institution. 

22 6.295.060 License - Duration. Each license issued by the Director under this Chapter shall be valid for 

23 one (1) year. 

3 
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1 6.295.070 Fees. The fee for a license issued pursuant to this Chapter shall be one hundred twenty dollars 

2 ($120). This fee is, as to those persons for whom a licensing fee was required pursuant to fonner Chapter 

3 6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code, a continuation of the fee required under such former chapter af!.d not a 

4 new fee. 

5 6.295.080 Authority of Director. The Director is authorized to: 

6 A. Make rules for the interpretation and implementation of this Chapter pursuant to the 

7 Administrative Code; and 

8 B. Grant, deny, suspend or revoke licenses according to the terms of this Chapter; and 

9 C. Collect fees according to the terms of this Chapter. 

10 
11 II. LICENSING REQUIREMENTS AND PROCESS 
12 
13 6.295.090 License Application. The person desiring to conduct or operate an All-Ages Dance shall be 

14 responsible for obtaining a license. The applicant shall complete a license application, which shall include 

15 the following: 

16 A. The name (including any aliases or former names), address, day and evening telephone 

17 numbers and date of birth of the applicant. If the applicant is not a natural person, then this information shall 

18 be provided for both the applicant (excepting date of birth) and for the natural person making the 

19 application on behalf of the applicant. If the applicant is not a natural person, the applicant also shall 

20 provide the names (including any aliases or former names), addresses, day and evening telephone numbers 

21 and dates of birth of the limited partners, partners, owners, and principals of the applicant. 

22 B. A statement of indemnification consistent with Municipal Code Section 6.295.150. 

23 c. A statement from the applicant that any premises on which the applicant will conduct or 

24 operate any All-Ages Dance will comply with all laws and other legal requirements, including but not 

25 limited to building, land-use, health, planning and fire codes; and a statement that the applicant and any 

4 
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1 employee or agent thereof will, in the conduct of any All-Ages Dance, comply with all laws and other legal 

2 requirements, including but not limited to the building, land-use, health, planning and fire codes. 

3 D. A statement that neither the applicant, nor the natural person making the application on 

4 behalf of an applicant that is not a natural person, nor any limited partner, partner, owner or principal of an 

5 applicant that is not a natural person: (1) is currently the subject of a license suspension or revocation 

6 pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160; or (2) has at any time been determined to be a 

7 sexually-violent predator pursuant to RCW Ch. 71.09 or equivalent statute; or (3) has been convicted within 

8 the ten (10) years preceding the filing of the license application of any crime listed in Subsection C of 

9 Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.100; or (4) has been convicted within the five (5) years preceding the 

10 filing of the license application of any crime listed in Subsection D of Seattle Municipal Code Section 

11 6.295.100. 

12 E. Such other information as the Director requires by rule adopted pursuant to the 

13 Administrative Code for the health, safety and welfare of the patrons of All-Ages Dances and All-Ages 

14 Dance Venues. 

15 F. A certification or declaration under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

16 Washington that the information and statements in the application are true and correct. 

17 
18 6.295.100 Approval or Denial of License Application - Grounds. The Director shall grant a 

19 license unless the license applicant, or the natural person making the application on behalf of an applicant 

20 that is not a natural person, or any limited partner, partner, owner or principal of an applicant that is not a 

21 natural person: 

22 A. Is currently the subject of a license suspension or revocation pursuant to Seattle 

23 Municipal Code Section 6.295.160; or 

5 
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B. Has, at any time, been determined to be a sexually-violent predator pursuant to 

2 RCW Ch~ 71.09 or equivalent statute; or 

3 C. Has been convicted within the ten (10) years preceding the filing of such application 

4 of: 

5 1. Any sexual crime involving a minor or child as a victim, including but not 

6 limited to: such crimes charged under RCW Ch. 9.68A (sexual exploitation of children), or RCW Ch. 

7 9A.44 (sex offenses), or felony crimes charged under RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prostitution), 

8 or such crimes included within RCW 9.94A.030(37) (sex offenses), or such crimes included within RCW 

9 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or a crime for which a finding of sexual motivation 

10 has beenmade pursuant to RCW 9.94A.127, or extortion for sexual favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56.110; or 

11 2. An attempt or conspiracy to commit any crime as set forth in this Subsection 

12 C, or of aiding and abetting such crime; or 

13 D. Has, under circums~ances not requiring license denial pursuant to the preceding 

14 Subsections Band C, been convicted within the five (5) years preceding the filing of such application of: 

15 1. Any felony crime involving the unlawful manufacture, sale, delive1y, 

16 dispensing, distribution, or the possession with intent to manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a 

'17 drug, legend drug, or controlled substance, including but not limited to those crimes charged under RCW 

18 Ch. 69.41 (legend drugs), RCW Ch. 69.43 (precursor drugs) and RCW Ch. 69.50 (Unifonn Controlled 

19 Substances Act; or 

20 2. Any felony crime of violence as defined by RCW 9.41.010(11), a most 

21 serious offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(27), a violent offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(44), or 

22 a felony with a deadly weapon finding or verdict under RCW 9 .94A.125; or· 

6 
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3. Any sexual offense, including but not limited to: a sex offense as defined by 

2 RCW 9.94A.030(37) or RCW Ch. 9A.44, a crime for which a finding of sexual motivation has been made 

3 under RCW 9.94A.127, extmiion to obtain sexual favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56.110, or sexual offenses 

4 included within RCW 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or felony crimes charged 

5 under RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prostitution); or 

6 4 An attempt or conspiracy to commit any crime as set forth in this Subsection 

7 D, or of aiding and abetting such crime. 

8 6.295.110 Approval or Denial of License Application - Time Frame. The Director normally shall 

9 approve or deny a license within ten (10) business days of the filing of a complete application under 

10 Municipal Code Sections 6.202.130 and 6.295.090; provided, however, that the Director may take 

11 reasonable additional time for approval or denial when necessary to conduct a criminal-history 

12 investigation. 

13 6.295.120 License - Limited to Licensee. Any license issued under this Chapter shall apply to a single 

14 licensee, and shall not be transferable to other persons or licensees. The licensee may use such license at 

15 any All-Ages Dance Venue or Venues; provided, however, that such use shall not excuse the licensee or 

16 venue from compliance with any ordinance, rule or requirement that may relate to such licensee or venue, 

17 including but not limited to building, land-use, planning, health and fire codes; and provided further that 

18 such use shall not result in an extension of the duration of such license. 

19 6.295.130 Security Personnel. 

20 It shall be the obligation of every person licensed under this Chapter to insure that secmity 

21 personnel are employed and in attendance at an All-Ages Dance Venue dming and following each All-Ages 

22 Dance, in order to maintain order and ensure compliance with the law. Specifically, such person must 

23 provide two (2) persons who have received formal training in crowd control and event management, plus 

7 
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1 one (1) additional person so trained for every one hundred (100) patrons admitted to the All-Ages Dance or 

2 All-Ages Dance Venue in addition to the first two hundred fifty (250) patrons so admitted. 

3 6.295.135 Access-Peace Officers-Director. 

4 All peace officers of the City of Seattle and/or the Director shall have free access to All-Ages Dance 

5 Venues when an All-Ages Dance is being conducted or operated for the purpose of inspection and to 

6 enforce compliance with the provisions of this Chapter. 

7 6.295.140 On-Site Manager. 

8 It shall be the obligation of every person licensed under this Chapter to insure that at least one on-

9 site manager is employed and in attendance at an All-Ages Dance Venue during and following each All-

10 Ages Dance, to be responsible for the direct operation and oversight of the dance and venue and supervision 

11 of other employees or workers. 

12 6.295.150 Indemnification. 

13 The licensee shall indenmify and hold the City harmless from any and all losses, claims, actions or 

~' 

14 damages suffered by any person or persons by reason of or resulting from any negligence of the licensee or 

15 its agents, employees, or patrons or on account of any act or omission of the licensee in its exercise of its 

16 license or use or occupancy of any premises in connection with such license. In the event any suit or action 

17 is brought against the City, the licensee shall, upon notice of the commencement thereof, defend the same, 

18 at no cost and expense to the City, and promptly satisfy any final judgment adverse to the City or to the City 

19 and the licensee jointly; provided, that in the event the City determines that one (1) or more principles of 

20 governmental or public law are involved, the City retains the right to participate in such action. The above 

21 liability shall not be diminished by the fact, if it be a fact, that any such death, injury, damage, loss, cost or 

22 expense may have been, or may be alleged to have been, contributed to by the negligence of the City or its 

23 officers, employees or agents; provided, however, that nothing contained in this section shall be constmed 

8 
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1 as requiring the licensee to indemnify the City against liability for damages arising out of bodily injury to 

2 persons or damage to property caused by or resulting from the sole negligence of the City, or its officers, 

3 employees or agents. 

4 
5 III. ENFORCEMENT 
6 
7 6.295.160. Suspension or Revocation- Grounds, Duration and Administrative Appeal. 

8 A. A license issued pursuant to this Chapter may be suspended or revoked pursuant to the terms 

9 of this Chapter upon a finding that any one (1) or more of the following violations exist or have occurred: 

10 1. The license was procured by fraud or false representation or omission of mate1ial 

11 fact in the license application; or 

12 2. The applicant or licensee, or natural person who made the license application on 

13 behalf of the applicant or licensee, or any limited partner, partner, owner or principal, of the applicant or 

14 licensee has: 

15 a. Knowingly made any false statement or given any false information in 

16 connection with an application for a license; or 

17 b. Has violated any of the provisions of this Chapter or has committed any act 

18 which is a ground for denial of a license issued pursuant to this Chapter; or 

19 3 The licensee, or any employee or agent thereof, has or have knowingly allowed or 

20 permitted to occur at any All-Ages Dance Venue: 

21 a. Any felony crime of violence as defined by RCW 9.41.010(11), a most 

22 serious offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(27), a violent offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(44), or 

23 a felony involving the use or display of a deadly weapon ; or 

24 b. Any felony sexual offense, including but not limited to a sex offense as 

25 defmed by RCW 9.94A.030(37) or RCW Ch. 9A.44, a felony as defined by RCW Ch. 9.68A (sexual 
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1 exploitation of minors) or RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prostitution), a felony sexual offense 

2 included under RCW 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or extortion to obtain sexual 

3 favors pursuant to RCW 9 A.56.11 O; or 

4 c. Any felony sexual offense involving a minor as the victim, or any crime 

5 involving prostitution or promoting prostitution, or indecent exposure; or 

6 d. Any act of solicitation for prostitution; or 

7 e. The unlawful possession of any weapon or firearm; or 

8 4. On three or more occasions during any one-year period, the licensee or any 

9 employee or agent thereof has or have lmowingly allowed or permitted to occur at any All-Ages Dance 

10 Venue or combination ofVenues: 

11 a. The unlawful possession, consumption, opemng, sale, purchase or supplying of 

12 liquor as defined in RCW 66.04.010(20); or 
\ 

13 b. The unlawful possession, manufacture, sale, delivery, dispensing, distribution, or the 

14 possession with intent to manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribµte a dmg, legend dmg or controlled 

15 substance. 

16 For purposes of this Subsection A.4, the actions or lmowledge of an employee or agent of the licensee shall 

1 7 be imputed to the licensee; or 

18 5. On three or more occasions during any one-year period, any building structure or premises 

19 at which the licensee operated or conducted any All-Ages Dance, or any combination of such buildings, 

20 structures or premises, failed to comply with the building, land-use, planning, health or fire codes. 

21 B. The duration of any suspensions or revocations of licenses issued under this Chapter shall be 

22 as follows: 

23 1. A 30-day suspension upon the first violation during any one-year period; 

10 
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2. 

3. 

A 90-day suspension upon the second such violation; 

A one-year revocation upon the third such violation; 

3 Provided, however, that if a license is suspended or revoked because any person listed in 

4 Subsection A 2 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295 .160 has been determined to be a sexually-

5 violent predator, or has been convicted of a crime set forth in Subsections C or D of Seattle Municipal Code 

6 Section 6.295.100, then the person against whom such finding or conviction has been entered shall be 

7 disqualified from licensing pursuant to this Chapter, or from being an applicant, a limited partner, partner, 

8 owner or principal of an applicant, or from making an application on behalf of an applicant under this 

9 Chapter, during the relevant periods of disqualification set forth in Subsections B, C or D of Seattle 

10 Municipal Code Section 6.295.100; and 

11 Provided further, that the fourth and subsequent occasions during any one-year period on 

12 which the licensee or any employee or agent thereof has lmowingly allowed or permitted to occur those 

13 activities set forth in Subsection A 4 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160, or on which any 

14 building, structure or premises has failed to comply with the building, land-use, planning health or fire 

15 codes as set forth in Subsection A 5 of this Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.160, each shall be 

16 counted as a separate violation for which a license issued pursuant to this Chapter may be suspended or 

17 revoked. 

18 C. Notice and Administrative Appeal. 

19 1. For each occasion on which it is alleged the licensee, or any employee or agent 

20 thereof, has lmowingly allowed or permitted those activities set forth in Subsection A 4 of this Seattle 

21 Municipal Code Section 6.295.160, or on which any building, structure or premises has failed to comply 

22 with the building, land-use, planning health or fire codes as set forth in Subsection A 5 herein, and which 

23 occasion does not constitute a violation for which a license issued pursuant to this Chapter may be 

11 
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1 suspended or revoked, the Director shall give written notice to the affected licensee. Such notice shall 

2 be mailed or delivered to the licensee within ten (10) days of such time that the Director was made 

3 aware of such occasion. 

4 2. Any such notice shall state that the licensee is entitled to a hearing to respond to the 

5 notice and introduce any evidence to refute the allegations contained in the notice. Upon written request 

6 filed within ten (10) days after the date of the notice, the Director shall set a hearing date, which shall be 

7 not more than fourteen (14) days from the date of the receipt of the request. Failure to file a timely 

8 written request shall constitute waiver of any right to appeal the notice. 

9 3. The hearing shall be held by the Director of Revenue and Consumer Affairs. 

10 4. The hearing shall be informal, but shall be recorded by electronic means provided by 

11 the Director of Revenue and Consumer Affairs. Within twenty (20) days of the hearing, the Director of 

12 Revenue and Consumer Affairs shall issue a written ruling including factual findings and conclusions, 

13 with supporting reasons, affirming, modifying, or reversing the notice. The decision shall be mailed by 

14 first class mail to the licensee. 

15 5. The decision of the Director of Revenue and Consumer Affairs is subject to review by 

16 the Hearing Examiner and panel of Commissioners only during a license suspension or revocation 
\ 

17 hearing as provided for SMC 6.295.180. 

18 6.295.170 Operating without a License. 

19 A. Any person who conducts or operates an All-Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue without 

20 a valid license issued pursuant to this Chapter commits an infraction, the penalty for which cannot exceed 

21 $500; provided that if such person previously has been determined to have committed such infraction or has 

22 been found guilty under this subsection, then such person is guilty of a misdemeanor, and may be punished 

23 by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment for a term not to exceed ninety 

12 
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1 (90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. Absolute liability is imposed by this Subsection pursuant 

2 to Seattle Municipal Code Section 12A.04.100. 

3 

4 

. 5 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

B. Any person who has been found to have committed an infraction or who is convicted of a 

crime pursuant to the above Subsection A is ineligible to apply for an All-Ages Dance license for (30) days 

following such fmding or conviction . 

6.295.180 Appeals of License Denials, Suspensions or Revocations -Role of Music and Youth 
Commission. 

A. Appeals from denials, suspensions or revocations of licenses issued under this Chapter shall 

be heard and decided jointly by the Hearing Examiner and two (2) Youth and Music Commission members 

as provided herein. Except as otherwise provided herein, these appeals shall be heard in the manner 

prescribed by Seattle Municipal Code Chapters 3.02 and 6.202. 

B. Whenever· the Hearing Examiner receives a timely notice of appeal, pursuant to Seattle 

14 Municipal Code Section 6.202.270, of~ decision to deny, suspend or revoke a license issued pursuant to 

15 this Chapter, the Chair of the Commission shall within fifteen (15) working days of having received such 

16 notice select two (2) of its members to hear and decide that appeal jointly with the Hearing Examiner. Only 

17 Commission members appointed by the City Council pursuant to Subsection A 1 of Seattle Municipal Code 

18 Section 6.295.190 shall be eligible to be selected to hear and decide such appeals. No Commission member 

19 who has had a pecuniary, private or personal interest or bias in the matter, or who has otherwise been 

20 involved in the matter, shall be selected to hear and decide such appeal. The designated Commission 

21 representatives each shall have an equal vote with the Hearing Examiner, except the Hearing Examiner 

22 shall be the chairperson of the panel and shall make all evidentiary rulings. Should a question arise as to the 

23 previous involvement, interest or bias of a designated Commission member, the Hearing Examiner shall 

24 resolve the issue in conformance with the law on the subject. 

13 
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c. Within thirty (30) days after the conclusion of the hearing, the Hearing Examiner shall 

2 prepare a written decision and order which shall be signed by all members of the panel concurring in the 

3 decision. An applicant or licensee aggrieved by the decision may seek judicial review of that decision, and 

4 may do so only by applying for a writ of review in the King County Superior Court under the provisions of 

5 Chapter 7 .16 of the Revised Code of Washington. An application for a writ of review must be filed with the 

6 Court and served on all parties within fourteen (14) days of the date the decision was issued. 

7 
8 IV. MISCELLANEOUS 
9 

10 6.295.190 Music and Youth Commission- Composition and Authority. 

11 A. There is established a twelve (12)-member Music and Youth Commission. The Music and 

. 12 Youth Commission shall be housed and administratively supported within the Seattle Alis Commission. 

13 Six (6) Commission members shall be appointed by majority vote of the City Council, and six (6) 

14 Commission members shall be appointed by the Mayor, as follows: 

15 1. Five (5) of the six (6) Commission members appointed by the City Council shall be 

16 Seattle residents with a demonstrated interest in matters relating to music, dance and all-ages musical and 

17 dance events, neighborhood or youth-related issues, public safety or law-enforcement. To the extent 

18 possible, these Commission members should represent persons of diverse ages and interests, and should 

19 represent a variety of the City's neighborhoods. The City Council also shall endeavor to appoint 

20 Commission members that include parents, youth, musicians, persons involved in conducting or operating 

21 all-ages musical and dance events or venues, and members of neighborhood groups. Commission members 

22 appointed under this subsection may not be employees of the City of Seattle, and will serve without 

23 compensation. 

24 2. The sixth Commission member appointed by the City Council shall be a City 

25 Council member or Council staff person, and may serve on the Commission in this capacity only as long as 

14 
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1 he or she remains on the City Council or Council staff, subject to the terms of Subsection B of this Section 

2 6.295.190. 

3 3. The six (6) Commission members appointed by the Mayor shall be City employees 

4 with a demonstrated expertise in or professional responsibility for law enforcement, public safety, musical 

5 events, or youth or neighborhood issues and related matters. Mayoral appointees shall include, among 

6 others, representatives from the police department and fire department. Mayoral appointees may serve on 

7 the Commission in this capacity only as long as they remain City employees, subject to the terms of 

8 Subsection B of this Section 6.295.190 

9 B. Each Commission member shall serve a two (2)-year term; provided, however, that three (3) 

10 of the initial City Council appointees and three (3) of the initial Mayoral appointees shall serve initial terms 

11 of one (1) year, to provide for staggered terms. Following the initial appointments, the terms of one-half 

12 (1/2) of the Mayoral appointees and one-half (1/2) of the Council appointees shall begin on January 1 of 

13 even-numbered years, with all other terms beginning on January 1 of odd-numbered years. No Commission 

14 member may serve more than two (2) consecutive terms. Vacancies shall be filled for the duration of an 

15 unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment. If a person is appointed to fill the duration 

16 of an unexpired term, then that te1m shall qualify as one (1) of the two (2) consecutive te1ms only if the 

17 portion of the unexpired term actually served is one (1) year or more. If the appointing authority fails to 

18 appoint or re-appoint a person to fill a Commission position before the incumbent Commission member's 

19 term has expired, then the incumbent may remain in his or her position for a period not to exceed 60 days 

20 until such appointment or re-appointment is made. The authority that appointed a Commission member 

21 may remove that Commission member at will. The Commission may, by majority vote, remove from 

22 office a Commission member who is absent without excuse from three (3) Commission meetings during 

15 
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1 any one (1)-year period. The Commission shall select a chair, and may adopt, promulgate, amend and 

2 rescind administrative rules and regulations for its own conduct. 

3 c. The purposes and duties of the Commission are as follows: 

4 1. To promote and facilitate communication and understanding between and among 

5 all-ages and youth music and dance promoters and licensees, musicians, youth, parents, and governmental 

6 officials; and 

7 2. To promote an understanding oflaws, policies and resources relating to all-ages and 

8 youth music and dance events and venues in the City, and to make recommendations concerning these laws, 

9 policies and resources; and 

10 3. To provide, through its own broad-based membership, an infonned opnnon 

11 concerning all-ages and youth music and dance venues in the City, to complement the work of the City's 

12 elected officials and departments in these areas, and to make recommendations to those elected officials; 

13 and 

14 4. When pertinent, to solicit public comment on issues relating to all-ages and youth 

15 music and dance events and venues in the City. 

16 D. In January, 2002, and annually thereafter, the Music and Youth Commission shall report 

17 to the City Council on the implementation of this Ordinance. This report shall include a complete 

18 review of licenses issued, license violations and enforcement actions taken, and an assessment of the 

19 effectiveness of this ordinance in carrying out its purposes. 

20 
21 
22 6.295.200 Validity of Licenses Issued under Former Chapter 6.294. 

16 



1 

2 

3 

4 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
19 
20 
21( 
?2 \Ll 
~ . 
23 
24 '-· 

25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

TI/SC 
all ages dance ord.doc 
8/18/00 V3 

All licenses issued under former Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 6.294 prior to the effective date of 

this ordinance, and which are otherwise valid, shall remain valid for thirty (30) days following the effective 

date of this ordinance. 

Section 3. All violations occurring, all proceedings begun, and all notices given under Chapter 

6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code as it existed prior to its repeal by this ordinance shall continue 

unaffected by this ordinance. 

Section 4. Severability. The several provisions of this ordinance are declared to be separate and 

severable and the invalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or portion of this 

ordinance, or the invalidity of the application thereof to any person or circumstance, shall not affect the 

validity of the remainder of this ordinance or the validity of its application to other persons or 

circumstances. 

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its 

approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after 

presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020. 

Passed by the City Council the~ day of~. 2000, and signed by me in open 

session in authentication of its passage this J.)S~~ day of ~wJ: , 2000. 

o~ 
0::: 
u.J 
_.l 
0 

\ 

~-:~Approved by me this __ day of ________ ., 200'*-
c) 

., 

Filed by me this __ day of /::tJ...~ ,2000. 
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ORDINANCE -----

3 AN ORDINANCE relating to certain dances and dance venues; adding a new Chapter to the Seattle 
Municipal Code to regulate such dances and dance venues; providing penalties for violations; 

4 establishing a music and youth commission; and repealing Chapter 6.294 of the Seattle 
Municipal Code. 

5 

6 WHEREAS, Young persons under the age of 18 should have access to the arts, including dances, and 
should be able to participate in the cultural life of the City; and 

7 
WHEREAS, The problems associated with umegulated dances and dance venues that permit attendance 

8 by young persons under the age of 18, including but not limited to drug and alcohol use and 
abuse of children, are a matter of City concern; and 

9 
WHEREAS, Dances and dance venues that permit attendance by young persons under the age of 18 

1 O should provide a safe and secure environment for these young patrons; and 

11 WHEREAS, It is appropriate that dances and dance venues that permit attendance by young persons 
under the age of 18; and the persons who operate such dances and dance venues, meet certain 

12 requirements and qualifications to ensure a safe and secure environment for these young patrons; 
and · 

13 
WHEREAS, To provide a safe and secure environment for young dance patrons and to prevent their 

14 victimization, it is important that persons who operate dances and dance venues be free from recent 
convictions for crimes that specifically relate to their qualifications to operate such dances or dance 

15 venues, including serious crimes against persons, certain sexual offenses, certain drug offenses, and 
certain crimes in which a minor was the victim; NOW, THEREFORE, 

16 

17 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS: 

18 
Section 1. Chapter 6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code is hereby repealed. 

19 
Section 2. A new Chapter is added to the Seattle Municipal Code to read as follows: 

20 
Chapter 6.295 

21 
ALL-AGES DANCES AND DANCE VENUES 

22 

23 I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

24 
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6.295.010 Purpose. This Chapter is an exercise of police power for the protection ofth"e health, safety 
/ 

/ 

I 

and welfare of those who attend All-Ages Dances, and is not intended to create, est::JlJiish or designate any 

particular class or group of persons who will be especially protected or benefite.d by its terms. 

6.295.020 Construction of Chapter. The provisions of this Chapter shall be construed liberally to 

accomplish its purposes. Nothing in this Chapter modifies, repeals or supersedes any provision of another 

ordinance, rule or requirement that may relate to All-Ages Dances or All-Ages Dance Venues, including 

but not limited to building, zoning, planning, health and fire cod
1
es or the noise control ordinance. 

6.295.030 Chapter Subject to New License Code- Conflict. This Chapter is subject to the general 

provisions of the New License Code, Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 6.202, as those provisions now exist 

or may hereafter be modified. However, ifthere is a conflict between this Chapter and Chapter 6.202, this 

Chapter shall govern. 

6.295.040 Definitions. For purposes of this Chapter, the following definitions shall apply: 

A. "All-Ages Dance" means any public dance: (a) which persons under age eighteen (18) years 

are authorized or permitted to attend or .(b) at which each patron is not required to show valid picture 

identification, showing that patron's date of birth, as a condition of entry. If a fair, festival or other such 

event includes one or more separate All-Ages Dances or All-Ages Dance Venues, then only one license 

shall be required pursuant to this Chapter; provided, however, that each such All-Ages Dance or All-Ages 

Dance Venue must otherwis~ separately comply with the requirements of this Chapter. 

B. "All-Ages Dance Venue" means any place or premises where an All-Ages Dance is 

conducted or operated, including but not limited to all hallways, bathrooms and other adjoining areas on the 

premises accessible to the public during the dance. 

C. A "concert" is any event at which live music is played or sung, and at which the primary 

purpose is for patrons to view a musical performance. 

2 
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1 

2 D. A "dance" is any event at which music, either live or recorded, is played or sung, and at 
I 

/ 

3 which the primary purpose is for patrons to dance as that term is commonly defined.1However, a "dance" 
/ 

/ 

4 shall not be defined to include an event that is a "concert" as that term is defmed bythis Chapter. 

5 E. 

6 F. 

"Department" means the Executive Services Department of the.City of Seattle. 

"Director" means the Executive Services Director of the City of Seattle, or his or her 
i 

I 

7 designated representative. 

8 G. "Knowingly" shall have the definition set forth m Seattle Municipal Code Section 
/ 

9 12A.04.030 B. 

10 H. "On-site manager" is the person present at,. an All-Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue 

11 who is responsible for the direct operation and oversight of the dance or venue and supervision of other 

12 employees or workers. 

13 I. "Person" includes any natural person and, in addition, a company, corporation, partnership, 

14 governmental entity, non-profit group or unincorporated association. 

15 J. "Public dance" means any dance that is readily accessible to the public. 

16 6.295.050 All-Ages Dance License Required. 

17 A. No person shall conduct or operate an All-Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue unless the 

18 person who is conducting or operating such dance or venue has obtained a license in accordance with this 

19 Chapter. 

20 B. The requirements of this Chapter shall not apply if the All-Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance 

21 Venue admits fewer than two hundred fifty (250) patrons. 

22 6.295.060 License - Duration. Each license issued by the Director under this Chapter shall be valid for 

23 one (1) year. 

24 
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1 6.295.070 Fees. 

2 A. The fee for a license issued pursuant to this Chapter shall be one ,hundred twenty dollars 

3 ($120); an additional fifteen dollars ($15) may be charged for each individual for whom it is necessary to 

4 obtain fingerprints for a criminal-history check. 

5 B. The fee for transfer of a valid All-Ages Dance Licen~~ to a new location pursuant to 

6 Subsection B of Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295 .120 shall be thirty dollars ($30); an additional fee of 

7 twenty dollars ($20) may be charged for each individual for whom a criminal-history check is performed; 

8 an additional fee of fifteen dollars ($15) may be charged for each individual for whom it is necessary to 

9 obtain fingerprints for a criminal-history check. 

1 O 6.295.080 Authority of Director. The Director is.authorized to: 

11 A. Make rules for the interpretation and implementation of this Chapter pursuant to the 

12 Administrative Code; and 

13 B. Grant, deny, suspend or revoke licenses according to the terms of this Chapter; and 

14 c. Collect fees according to the terms of this Chapter. 

15 
II. LICENSING REQUIREMENTS AND PROCESS 

16 
6.295.090 License Application. 

17 
A. The person desiring to conduct or operate an All-Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue 

18 
shall be responsible for obtaining a license. The applicant shall complete a license application, which shall 

19 
include the following: 

20 
1. The name (including any aliases or former names), address, day and evening 

21 
telephone numbers and date of birth of the applicant. If the applicant is not a natural person, then this 

22 
information shall be provided for both the applicant and for the natural person making the application on 

23 
behalf of the applicant. 

24 
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1 2. The name(s) (including any aliases or former names), address( es), day and evening 

2 telephone numbers and date(s) of birth of the on-site manager(s) of the All-Ages Danc,e or All-Ages Dance 

3 Venue. At least one on-site manager must be designated for each such dance or dance venue. 

4 3. The name, address and day and evening telephone nurhbers of the owner of the 

5 premises upon which the All-Ages Dance will take place or at which the All-Ages Dance Venue will be 

6 located. 

7 B. If the answers to any part of Subsections Al through A3 of this section involve a company, 

8 corporation, partnership, governmental entity, non-profit group or unincorporated association, the name of 

9 such entity and the names (including any aliases or former names), addresses, day and evening telephone 

10 numbers and dates of birth of the limited partners, partners, officers, directors and principals thereof. 

11 c. A statement of indemnification consistent with Municipal Code Section 6.295.150. 

12 D. A statement from the applicant that the premises are in compliance with all laws and other 

13 legal requirements, including but not limited to building, zoning, health, planning and fire codes and the 

14 noise control ordinance; a statement that the applicant and on-site manager will, in the conduct of the All-

15 Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue, comply with all laws and other legal requirements, including but 

16 not limited to the building, zoning, health, planning and fire codes and the noise control ordinance, and a 

17 statement that no person listed under Subsection B of Municipal Code Section 6.295.100 is disqualified 

18 from licensing thereunder. 

19 E. Such other information as the Director reqmres by rule adopted pursuant to the 

20 Administrative Code for the health, safety and welfare of the patrons of All-Ages Dances and All-Ages 

21 Dance Venues. 

22 F. A certification or declaration under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 

23 Washington that the information and statements in the application are true and correct. 

24 

5 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

TI/cz/sh: 
All ages dance ord7-14-00.doc 
(Ver. I ) 

6.295.100 Approval or Denial of License Application - Grounds. The Director shall grant a license 

unless: 

A. The applicant or the venue for which the application is sought has failed to comply with all 

laws and other legal requirements, including but not limited to building, zoning, health, planning and fire 

codes or the noise control ordinance; or 

B. The applicant, or the natural person making the application on behalf of an applicant that is 

not a natural person, or any limited partner, partner, officer, director or principal of an applicant that is not a 

natural person, or the designated on-site manager(s): 

1. Is currently the subject of a license suspension or revocation pursuant to Municipal 

Code Section 6.295.160; or 

2. Has, at any time, been determined to be a sexually-violent predator pursuant to 

RCW Ch. 71.09 or equivalent statute; or 

3. Has been convicted within the ten (10) years preceding the filing of such application 

of: 

a. Any sexual crime involving a minor or child as a victim, including but not 

limited to: such crimes charged under RCW Ch. 9.68A (sexual exploitation of minors), or RCW Ch. 9A.44 

(sex offenses), or RCW Ch. 9A.64 (family offenses), or RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and 

prostitution), or such crimes included within RCW 9.94A.030(33) (sex offenses), or such crimes included 

within RCW 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other persons), or a crime for which a finding of 

sexual motivation has been made pursuant to RCW 9.94A.127, or extortion for sexual favors pursuant to 

RCW 9A.56.110; or 

b. An attempt or conspiracy to commit any crime as set forth in this Subsection 

3, or of aiding and abetting such crime; or 

6 
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4. Has, under circumstances not requiring license denial pursuant to the preceding 

2 Subsections 2 and 3, been convicted within the five (5) years preceding the filing of such application of: 

3 a. Any felony crime involving the unlawful manufacture, sale, delivery, 

4 dispensing, distribution, or the possession with intent to manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a 

5 drug, legend drug, controlled substance or imitation controlled substance, including but not limited to those 

6 crimes charged under RCW Ch. 69.41 (legend drugs), RCW Ch. 69.43 (precursor drugs), RCW Ch. 69.50 

7 (Uniform Controlled Substances Act) and RCW Ch. 69.52 (imitation controlled substances); or 

8 b. Any felony crime of violence as defined by RCW 9.41.010(11), a most 

9 serious offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(23), a violent offense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(38), or 

10 a felony with a deadly weapon finding or verdict under RCW 9.94A.125; or 

11 c. Any sexual offense, including but not limited to: a sex offense as defined by 

12 RCW 9.94A.030(33) or RCW Ch. 9A.44, a crime for which a finding of sexual motivation has been made 

13 under RCW 9.94A.127, crimes charged under RCW Ch. 9A.64 (family offenses), extortion to obtain sexual 

14 favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56.110, or sexual offenses included within RCW 43.43.830(5) (crimes against 

15 children or other persons), or crimes charged under RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and prostitution); 

16 or 

17 d. Any other felony crime in which a minor or child was the victim; or 

18 e. An attempt or conspiracy to commit any crime as set forth in this Subsection 

19 4, or of aiding and abetting such crime. 

20 6.295.110 Approval or Denial of License Application -Time Frame. The Director normally shall 

21 approve or deny a license within ten (10) business days of the filing of a complete application under 

22 Municipal Code Sections 6.202.130 and 6.295.090; provided, however, that the Director may take 

23 

24 
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1 reasonable additional time for approval or denial when necessary to conduct a criminal-history 

2 investigation. 

3 6.295.120 License-Limited to Licensee and Location -Transfer to New Location. 

4 A. Any license issued under this Chapter shall apply to a single licensee and to a single location 

5 only. Such license shall not be transferable to other persons or licensees, and shall not be transferable to 

6 other locations except as provided in Subsection B of this Section. 

7 B. A valid license issued under this Chapter may be transferred for use by the same applicant at 

8 another location only as follows: 

9 1. The applicant must complete a license transfer application, which shall include the 

1 O same information and statements required for the original license application by Seattle Municipal Code 

11 Section 6.295.090 and such other information as the Director requires by rule adopted pursuant to the 
I 

12 Administrative Code for the health, safety and welfare of the patrons of All-Ages Dances and All-Ages 

13 Dance Venues. The original license .. application for. the license sought to be transferred may be attached to 
·' 

/ 
14 the transfer application, and its ilJformation incorporated by reference when appropriate. 

' 

15 2. The Director shall approve the license transfer application unless the applicant or 

16 venue for which the application is sought fail to meet the criteria for license approval set forth in Seattle 

17 Municipal Code Section 6.295.100. No additional criminal-history check need be performed prior to 

18 approval of a license transfer under this subsection for those persons for whom such a check was performed 

19 at the time of application for the original license sought to be transferred. The Director shall approve or 

20 deny a license transfer application within the time lilnit provided by Seattle Municipal Code Section 

21 6.295.110. 

22 c. The transfer of a license issued under this Chapter to another location shall not result in an 

23 extension of the duration of that license. 

24 
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1 6.295.130 Security Personnel. 
/ 

2 It shall be the obligation of every person licensed under this Chapter to insure that security 

3 personnel are employed and in attendance at an All-Ages Dance Venue during and following each All-Ages 

4 Dance, in order to maintain order and ensure compliance with the law. Specifically, such person must 

5 provide two (2) persons who have received formal training in crowd conti~l and event management, plus 

6 one (1) additional person so trained for every one hundred (100) patn;ms admitted to the All-Ages Dance or 

7 All-Ages Dance venue in addition to the first two hundred fifty (#SO) patrons so admitted. 

8 6.295.140 On-Site Manager 

9 It shall be the obligation of every person licen~ed under this Chapter to insure that at least one on-

10 site manager is employed and in attendance at an All-Ages Dance Venue during and following each All-

11 Ages Dance, to be responsible for the direct operation and oversight of the dance or venue and supervision 

12 of other employers or workers. 

13 6.295.150 Indemnification. 

14 The licensee shall indemnify and hold the City harmless from any and all losses, claims, actions or 

15 damages suffered by any person or persons by reason of or resulting from any negligence of the licensee or 

16 its agents, employees, or patrons or on account' of any act or omission of the licensee in its exercise of its 

17 license or use or occupancy of the premises. In the event any suit or action is brought against the City, the 

18 licensee shall, upon' notice of the commencement thereof, defend the same, at no cost and expense to the 

19 City, and promptly satisfy any final judgment adverse to the City or to the City and the licensee jointly; 

20 provided, that in the event the City determines that one (1) or more principles of governmental or public law 

21 are involved, the City retains the right to participate in such action. The above liability shall not be 

22 diminished by the fact, if it be a fact, that any such death, injury, damage, loss, cost or expense may have 

23 been, or may be alleged to have been, contributed to by the negligence of the City or its officers, employees 

24 
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,/ 

1 or agents; provided, however, that nothing contained in this section shall be constrµ6d as requiring the 
/ 

5 

2 licensee to indemnify the City against liability for damages arising out of bodily injury to persons or 
. II 

3 damage to property caused by or resulting from the sole negligence of the Cit/, or its officers, employees or // 
// 

4 agents. 

III. ENFORCEMENT 
6 

6.295.160 Suspension or Revocation - Grounds and Duration. 
I 

7 
A. A license issued pursuant to this Chapter m~y be suspended or revoked pursuant to the terms 

8 / 

of this Chapter upon a finding that any one (1) or mor,e of the following violations exist or have occurred: 

9 
1. The license was procure4 by fraud or false representation or omission of material 

10 
fact in the license application; or 

11 
2. The applicant or Jfoensee, or any officer, director or agent thereof has knowingly 

12 
made any false statement or given anyf alse information in connection with an application for a license; or 

13 / . 
The licensee or any employee, agent, partner, director, officer or manager thereof 3. 

14 
has, on three or more occasib~s during any one-year period, knowingly allowed or permitted on the 

15 
premises the unlawful poss,ession, consumption, opening, sale, purchase or supplying of liquor as defined in 

16 
RCW 64.04.010(19), or'knowingly has failed to remove from the premises any minor who appears to be 

17 
under the influence 9f or affected by liquor; or 

18 
4. The licensee or any employee, agent, partner, director, officer or manager thereof 

19 
has, on three or more occasions during any one-year period, knowingly allowed or permitted on the 

20 
premises the unlawful possession, manufacture, sale, delivery, dispensing, distribution, or the possession 

21 
with intent to manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a drug, legend drug, controlled substance or 

22 
imitation controlled substance, or knowingly has failed to remove from the premises any person who 

23 
appears to be under the influence of or affected by any drug or controlled substance; or 

24 
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5. On three or more occasions during any one-year period, the building, structure, 

2 equipment or premises for which the license was issued has not complied f ith the building, zoning, 

3 planning, health and fire codes, or the noise control ordinance; or / 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

6. 

/ 

The licensee or any employee, agent, partner, di1bctor, officer or manager thereof 
/ 

i 

has knowingly allowed or permitted: .'/ 
/ 

Any felony crime of violence a~/~efined by RCW 9.41.010(11), a most 

/ 
serious offense as defmed by RCW 9.94A.030(23), a violent 9ffense as defined by RCW 9.94A.030(38), or 

a. 

j 

a felony involving the use or display of a deadly weapon td~ccur in or upon the premises; or 
/ 

b. Any felony sexual of~elise, including but not limited to a sex offense as 

/ 

10 defined by RCW 9.94A.030(33) or RCW Ch. 9A.44, a felony as defmed by RCW Ch. 9.68A (sexual 
/ 

11 exploitation of minors), RCW 9A.64 (fami~y offenses) or RCW Ch. 9A.88 (indecent exposure and 

12 prostitution), a felony sexual offense included under RCW 43.43.830(5) (crimes against children or other 

13 persons), or extortion to obtain sexual favors pursuant to RCW 9A.56.l 10 to occur on the premises; or 

14 c. Any felony sexual offense involving a minor as the victim, or any crime 

15 involving prostitution or promoting prostitution, or indecent exposure to occur on the premises; or 

16 d. Any act of solicitation for prostitution to occur on the premises; or 

17 e. The unlawful possession of any weapon or firearm to occur on the premises; 

18 or 

19 7. The licensee or any agent, partner, director, officer, principal or on-site manager 

20 thereof has violated any of the provisions of this Chapter or committed any act which is a ground for denial 

21 of a license issued pursuant to this Chapter. 

22 B. The duration of any suspensions or revocations oflicenses issued under this Chapter shall be 

23 as follows: 

24 
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1. A 30-day suspension upon the first violation during any one-year period by any 

2 licensee or at any All-Ages Dance Venue; 

3 2. 

4 3. 

I/ 

A 90-day suspension upon the second such violation; / 

I 
A one-year revocation upon the third such violatiol};/ 

5 Provided, however, that if a license is suspended because of a determination or conviction as 
/ 

6 set forth in Subsections B2, B3 or B4 of Section 6.295.100' of this Chapter, then the periods of 

7 disqualification as set forth in those subsections shall apply,/fo any person to whom such disqualification 

8 pertains;. and provided further that, for purposes of thi~1subsection, the fourth and subsequent occasions 

9 during any one-year period upon which the licensee or any employee, agent, partner, director, officer or 

1 O manager thereof has lmowingly allowed or permitted on the premises the unlawful possession, 

11 consumption, opening, sale, purchase or supplying of liquor since the license was last granted or renewed 

12 each shall count as a separate violation; and provided further, that for purposes of this subsection, the fourth 

13 and subsequent occasions during any one-year period upon which the licensee or any employee, agent, 

14 partner, director, officer or manager thereof has knowingly allowed or permitted on the premises the 

15 unlawful possession, manufacture, sale, delivery, dispensing, distribution or possession with intent to 

16 manufacture, sell, deliver, dispense or distribute a drug, legend drug, controlled substance or imitation 

17 controlled substance each shall count as a separate violation; and provided further, that for purposes of this 

18 subsection, the fourth and subsequent occasions during any one-year period on which the building, 

19 structure, equipment or premises for which the license was issued has not complied with the building, 

20 zoning, planning, health and fire codes, or the noise control ordinance, each shall count as a separate 

21 violation. 

22 6.295.170 Operating without a License. 

23 

24 
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A. Any person who shall conduct or operate an All-Ages Dance or All-Ages Dance Venue 

2 without a valid license issued pursuant to this Chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor, and may be punished by 

3 a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment for a term not to exceed ninety (90) 

4 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. Absolute liability is imposed by this Subsection pursuant to 

5 Seattle Municipal Code Section 12A.04.100. 

6 B. Any person convicted of a crime pursuant to the above Subsection A is ineligible to apply 

7 for an All-Ages Dance license for (30) days following such conviction. 

8 6.295.180 Appeals of License Denials, Suspensions or Revocations -Role of Music and Youth 
Commission. 

9 

10 A. Appeals from denials, suspensions or revocations of licenses issued under this Chapter shall 

11 be heard and decided jointly by the Hearing Examiner and two (2) Youth and Music Commission members 

12 as provided herein. Except as otherwise provided herein, these appeals shall be heard in the manner 

13 prescribed by Seattle Municipal Code Chapters 3.02 and 6.202. 

14 B. Whenever the. Hearing Examiner receives a timely notice of appeal, pursuant to Seattle 

15 Municipal Code Section 6.202.270, of a decision to deny, suspend or revoke a license issued pursuant to 

16 this Chapter, the Commission shall without delay select, by majority vote, two (2) of its members to hear 

17 and decide that appeal jointly with the Hearing Examiner. Only Commission members appointed by the 

18 City Council pursuant to Subsection A 1 of Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.190 shall be eligible to be 

19 selected to hear and decide such appeals. In considering the selection of Commission members to hear such 

20 appeals, the Commission shall apply the provisions of Seattle Municipal Code Section 4.16.070. No 

21 Commission member whose participation in the hearing and decision of an appeal would violate Section 

22 4.16.070 shall be selected to hear and decide such appeal. 

23 
IV. MISCELLANEOUS 

24 
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6.295.190 Music and Youth Commission - Composition and Authority. 

A. There is established a twelve (12)-member Music and Youth Commission. Six (6) 

Commission members shall be appointed by majority vote of the City Council, and six (6) Commission 

members shall be appointed by the Mayor, as follows: 

1. Five (5) of the six (6) Commission members appointed by the City Council shall be 

Seattle residents with a demonstrated interest in matters relating to music and musical events, neighborhood 

or youth-related issues, public safety or law-enforcement. To the extent possible, these Commission 

members should represent persons of diverse ages and interests, and should represent a variety of the City's 

neighborhoods. The City Council also shall endeavor to appoint Commission members that include parents, 

youth, band members, persons involved in conducting or operating musical events or venues, and members 

of neighborhood groups. Commission members appointed under this subsection may not be employees of 

the City of Seattle, and will serve without compensation. 

2. The sixth Commission member appointed by the City Council shall be a City 

Council member or Council staff person. 

3. The six ( 6) Commission members appointed by the Mayor shall be City employees 

with a demonstrated expertise in or professional responsibility for law enforcement, public safety, musical 

events, or youth or neighborhood issues and related matters. Mayoral appointees shall include, among 

others, representatives from the police department and fire department. 

B. Each Commission member shall serve a two (2)-year term; provided, however, that three (3) 

of the initial City Council appointees and three (3) of the initial Mayoral appointees shall serve initial terms 

of one (1) year, to provide for staggered terms. Following the initial appointments, the terms of one-half 

(1/2) of the Mayoral appointees and one-half (1/2) of the Council appointees shall begin on January 1 of 

even-numbered years, with all other terms beginning on January 1 of odd-numbered years. No Commission 

14 
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1 member may serve more than two (2) consecutive terms. Vacancies shall be filled for the duration of an 

2 unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment. If a person is appointed to fill the duration 

3 of an unexpired term, then that term shall qualify as one (1) of the two (2) consecutive terms only if the 

4 portion of the unexpired term actually served is one (1) year or more. /If the appointing authority fails to 

5 appoint or re-appoint a person to fill a Commission position befor(f the incumbent Commission member's 

6 term has expired, then the incumbent may remain in his or her position for a period not to exceed 60 days 

7 until such appointment or re-appointment is made. The authority that appointed a Commission member 

8 may remove that Commission member at will. The Commission may, by majority vote, remove from 

9 office a Commission member who is absent without excuse from three (3) Commission meetings during 

10 any one (1)-year period. The Commission may,~dopt, promulgate, amend and rescind administrative rules 

11 and regulations for its own conduct. 

12 1. The purposes and duties of the Commission are as follows: 

13 a. To promote and facilitate communication and understanding between and 

14 among all-ages and youth mus,ic and dance promoters and licensees, musicians, youth, parents, and 

15 governmental officials; and 

16 b. To promote an understanding of laws, policies and resources relating to all-

17 ages and youth music ,ahd dance events and venues in the City, and to make recommendations concerning 

18 these laws, policies and resources; and 

19 c. To provide, through its own broad-based membership, an informed opinion 

20 concerning all-ages and youth music and dance venues in the City, to complement the work of the City's 

21 elected officials and departments in these areas, and to make recommendations to those elected officials; 

22 and 

23 

24 
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d. When pertinent, to solicit public comment on issues relating to all-ages and 

2 youth music and dance events and venues in the City; and 

3 2. Pursuant to Subsection B of Seattle Municipal Code Section 6.295.180, to select 

4 Commission members to hear and decide, jointly with the Hearing Examiner, appeals from the denial, 

5 suspension or revocation of a license issued pursuant to this Chapter. 

6 
6.295.200 Validity of Licenses Issued under Former Chapter 6.294. 

7 
All licenses issued under former Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 6.294 prior to the effective date of 

8 
this ordinance, and which are otherwise valid, shall remain valid for thirty (30) days following the effective 

9 
date of this ordinance. 

10 

11 Section 3. All violations occurring, all proceedings begun, and all notices given under Chapter 

12 6.294 of the Seattle Municipal Code as it existed prior to its repeal by this ordinance shall continue 

13 unaffected by this ordinance. 

14 Section 4. Severability .. The several provisions of this ordinance are declared to be separate and 

15 severable and the invalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or portion of this 

16 ordinance, or the invalidity of the application thereof to any person or circumstance, shall not affect the 

1 7 validity of the remainder of this ordinance or the validity of its application to other persons or 

18 circumstances. 

19 Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after its 

20 approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after 

21 presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code Section 1.04.020. 

22 Passed by the City Council the __ day of _____ , 2000, and signed by me in open 

23 session in authentication of its passage this __ day of ________ , 2000. 

24 

16 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

TI/cz/sh: 
All ages dance ord7-14-00.doc 
(Ver. 1 ) 

President ___ of the City Council. i 

Approved by me this __ day of _______ , 2000./ 

Mayor 

Filed by me this __ day of _______ ~, 2000. 

(Seal) 

17 
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STATE OF WASHINGTON KING COUNTY 
122121 
City of Seattle,City Clerk 

City of Seattle 
The Honorable Heidi Wills 
Acting Council Pre~ident 
Seattle City Counc~lmembers 
Seattle City CouilCll 
MIS 01-11-01 . , 
Dear Councilmember Wills and Council- I 

members: 
0 

d" 
b veto the All-Ages Dance r t-

1 here y ·1 B"ll 113302) passed by the ' 
nance (Counct t A t 21 2000 A 
Council on l\1onday, Uf?US. • ' ~lis-
copy of 1tli~ ;tt~iclia:dc:~ ~hlf~iZ~t°e~. M~ rea-
:~~~of:r' the veto and my objections to 
Council Bill 113302 are these: . . ' 

. I ort chang"es in the existing , 
First, supg d" ance to expand enter- , 

Teen Dance r in fi k"d and I have 
tainment opportunities. oh I ~' of a Task ' 
encouraged the es~~hs ::;!::ments to the 
Force to reci;:tmmen imp for the same 
existing Ord1nad~e. H;A:;~~t 17 letter to 
reasons I state in. m d C r and Nick 

i:icu~~i~cc~I~;\~ ~~~~~ed t~~th~s letter), l 
am convinced that tl.1e ord1D;ance p~ss:r
Monday goes too far in allowing ~hs p 15 
'1ised children who are younge\ an di 
into dance clubj.11 can~~ta al~:por al3-c;ea; 
nance that V:00 c perff!l t nightclub. 
old unsupervised entry in o a 

Second, 1 continue to believe 1~atb~wi.1:
law-enforcement ofiic.etyrs t:~s for teen 
eluded in the secun 
dances. 

And finally l believe that promoft~rs of 
' t have the kinds o insur

::~ ~:~:uhl0~ormally require of ~pecial 
event and concert promoters. , 

. th t b making these and other 
I beheve a Y k" "th music indus-

changes, and b~ili~~ 1;! :;n craft an ordi- 1 

~!n~~otlfa~· ;~s yo~t~g paenopdlec:;:i~i~:~te~~ 
t · nt opportun1 1es . 11 s~i~r::h.te Sea~tle's justifiably nattona y
renowned music scene. 

I reciate the work doJ?e by severa.l hf 
app particularly Councilmember Rte k 

Y~~ C r· nnd the Music and Yout!' Tns 
m < on md I the All-Ages ordmance. 
~i~ew~k :.d 0Ji.scus.sionS with the mus!c i 

industry should ~onttnue to fortn a tbdi.~~ 
for our deliberabo.ns, but w~ canho have 

gard the advice of paren w d th 
~~ll(ed and written t.o our o.1Jices ~bey~~e of.. ! 
newspapers. Am:~~e~~:~~g~~~iions tha~ I 
fered tw.~ho,:d that I believe can be wnt
~fnein~~ a revised ordinance without dif
ficulty. They are: ' 

• Children under 15 should not he ad- ~ 
"tt d to "all-ages" dance clubs unless; 

mt e · d b a parent or legal guard-; 
r:~0(a1;10i~~ I !mphasized in my letter to! 
you last week). j 

0 
Younger teenagers should be re· j 

. d to leave dance clubs at 2 a.m. (not 
qu~~e uirement of Monday's ordinance), [ b q kids should not stay out aU 
ni~ht.se I 

These are good, sensible .measur~s that! 
we should include in a revised o~d1nance., 
In making ,rev~sions to your ohd1idnha~~ 
M d I believe that we s ou 'I / rr::k ayJiscussions w~t~t i~: .&~:~in~~~: 
~~~~ L1~~~~ F~~.~~d~ ~ecent. Ubera::a~d1 
of regulations myolvmg· m11htc~':it WitJ\ 
other venues hf.er1n~sen..JiSLCBis cUrrent I 
regard ~o s~c m~cchies~ restrictive regula 
ly playmgh ·n the past. We need to full tora ro\~d a~hat the implications are. Fo 
un ersl der some conditions, WSLC 
examp e, ~ ixin of youths and adults o 

Affi< :i°'." if:;'~ge in nig'f.tclubs until 10:3~ p.m. 
~<l requlres only nom~na! separat~h o 
youngsters from the drink.mg area ere 
after. 

~et me sumdatze i!~k: °rf ~~~ch:e~~~ 
~~ ;;J;r:'a'::'ce work. It should include: 

• A minimum age of 15. unle~J!~_:com 

-SS. 

No. DANCING YOUT 

Affidavit of Publication 

The undersigned, on oath states that he i~ an 
authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce, a 
daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general 
circulation and it is now and has been for more than six months 
prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in 
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, 
King County, Washington, and it is now and during all of said time 
was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of 
publication of this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce 
was on the 12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper 
by the Superior Court of King County. 

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular 
issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce, which was regularly 
distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The 
annexed notice, a 

CT:HEIDI WILLS LETTE 

was published on 

08/28/00 

08/28/00 

Notary Public for the State of Washington, 
residing in Seattle 



i;.;d~si'rY .. ~h~~ld--~~fitinue to form a basis 
for our deliberatio.ns, but we cannot dis· 

~:f1~dd a!~ew:i~~!~e to0~u~a~£r~i:s ::J t~~h: 
newspapers. Among other ideas, they've of· 
fered two common-sense suggestions that I 
agree with and that I believe can be writ
ten into a revised ordinance without dif
ficulty. They are: 

• Children under 15 should not be ad
mitted to "all-ages" dance clubs unless 
accompanied by a parent or legal guard
ian (a point I emphasized in my letter to· 
you last week). 

• Younger teenagers should be re
quired to leave dance clubs at 2 a.m. (not· 
a requirement of Monday's ordinance), 
because kids should not stay out all 
night. 
These are good, sensible measures that; 

we should include in a revised ordinance .. 
In making ·revisions to your ordinance of: 

, Monday, I believe that we should have 
_, frank discussions with the Music and 

Youth Task Force about the Washington 
State Liquor Board's recent liberalization 
of regulations involving· nightclubs and 
other venues offering entertainment. Withl

1 

regard to such licenses, WSLCB is current1 
ly playing a much less restrictive regula1 
tory role than in the past. We need to full}1 
understand what the implications are. Fori , 
example, under some conditions, WSLC~ 

~ 1 now permits mixin of youths and adults o 
Affl( drinking age in nig'f.tclubs until 10:30 p.m. 

' an<l requires only nominal separation o ... ' 
youngsters from the drinking area there 
after. 

Let me summarize some of the changes 
think we need to make a new teenag 
dance ordinance work. It should include: 

•A minimum age of 15 unless accom 
panied by a parent or legal guardian. 

•An ending time of 2 a.m., when kid __ 
under 18 would have to leave a teeq. 
dance club. I 

• Presence of an adequate number of 
sworn police officers on any club's se
curity team. (Private security officers d~ 
not have the authority to enfoice state 
and local laws. Only sworn law enforc~~ 
ment personnel have that authority. Fui
therrnore, though private security per
s_onnel can play an effective role iµ 
maintaining order, they have an obvious 
conflict of interest. They also want to 
keep their employer's club open and 
might look the other way at alcohol and ' 
drug-law violations.) 

• A requirement that private security 
personnel at teen dance venues be li
censed and insured according to state 
regulations. I am not willing to allow 
security to be provided by self-selected 
and self-trained private operators. 

•An insurance requirement in addition 
to an indemnity clause to protect the 
City. (Indemnity without insurance or 
other significant other assets - which a 
promoter would want to protect with in
surance, anyway - is meaningless. l un
derstand that some Councilmembers felt 
this requirement duplicated insurance 
that would be obtained during the nor-

. mal course of business for such opera
tions. If so then the solutjon is to spell 
out in the new ordinance exactly what in
surance satisfies our intent here.) 

• A requirement that the onsite man
ager of a teen dance club or event, along 
with the owner or promoter, passes a 
criminal background check. 

• Continuation of the current Teen 
Dance Ordinance requirement that there 
be a readmission charge for people who 
leave and wish to return - this parallels 
high school event pblicies that allow no 
passes out in order to minimize off-site 
underage drinking. 

• Continuation of the current exemp
tion from the Teen Dance Ordinance for 
activities sponsored the City, schools, 
and recognized non-profit organizations. 
This exemption is justified because 

1 security for such events as Bumbershoot 
and high school dances is already ex
tensive. 

• And finally, we should continue the 
current policy that entirely exempts 
dances from these regulations only if 
they have 150 or fewer patrons. By rais
ing that limit to 250 patrons as does the 
All-A.e"es Ordinance passed Monday, a 
significant number of effectively unregu
lated teen night clubs could be created. 

: Attached is a draft of a youth dance ordi
nance that includes most of the suggestions 
I've made here. 
' Thank you for working with me to make 
the teenage dance ordinance a much better 
piece of legislation that opens up entertain

, ment opportunities for kids at the same 
time. 

Very truly ycmrs, 
PAUL SCHELL. 
cc: Music and Youth Task Force Mem

bers 
Mark Sidran, City Attorney 
Chief Gil Kerlikowske, Seattle Police De-

partment. 
Publication ordered by JUDITH PIPPIN, 

City Clerk. 
Date of official publication in Daily Jour

nal of Commerce, Seattle, August 28, 2000. 
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08/28/00 

Notary Public for the State of Washington, 
residing in Seattle 
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