A RESOLUTION declaring Seattle a city of
refuge urging fair and impartial enforce-
ment of federai immigration law as it per- -
tains to persons who fit the definitions of -
refugee as defined in the Refugee Act of
1980 and in particular those of Central
America, and reccgnizing the courage and
perscnal conviction of Seattle residents
who offer sanctuary to such perscns.
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RESGLUTION 3 74/ 03,

A RESOLUTION declaring Seattle a city of refuge urging fair ard impar-
tial enforcement of federal immigration law as it pertains to per-
sons who fit the definitions of refugee as defined in the Refugee
Act of 1980 and in particular these of Central America, and recog-
nizing the courage and personal conviction of Seattle residents
who offer sanctuary to such. persons.

WHEREAS, the United Nations Protucol Relating to the Status of
Refugees has defined the political refugee as “any person who,
owing to a well founded fear of being persecuted for reasons :f
race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular group or a
political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and

is unable, or nwing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of

the protection of that country,” and

WHEREAS, the United States Congress, recognizing this country's
historic and morai tradition of providing safe haven for those
fleeing political ‘and religicus persecution, has- adopted the
language of the United Nations Protocol in passing its Refugee Act
of 1986 (8 USC 1101 (a) (42), and

WHEREAS, the United States Government has openly and generously pro-
vided refuge, under the Refugee Act of 1980 and previous immigra-
“tion law, in-the cases of persons fleeing generalized civil
violence or. political instability in Afghanistan, Cambodia, Cuba,
Chile, Czechoslovakia, Ethiopia, Iran, Laos, Nicaragua; Uganda,
Poland, and Viet Nam by means of according them Extended Voluntary
Departure status. or its equivalent, and in such cases as the
Dominican Republic, Hungary, lLebanon, and Romania readily granied
refuge through a recognized special status, ard

WHEREAS, it is our belief based upon extensive testimony that many
persons fleeing Central America do so because of a well founded
fear of being persecuted for reasons of political opinion or mem-
bership in a particular group, and

WHEREAS, the citizens and elected officials of Seattle, mindful of the
generosity of our nation and the.plight of Guatemalans and Salva-
dorans, have implored the United States government to provide
Extended Voluntary Departure status. ("temporary safe haven") to
Salvadoran and Guatemalan refugees, and have enacted City Council
Resolution 27035 to articulate this plea, and

WHEREAS, fewer than three percent of those applicants from Guatemzla
and E1 Salvador whose cases were censidered in 1984 have been
granted political asylum by the United States Immigration and
Naturalization Service, and the United States government has
refused to grant Extended Volunta»y Departure-status to these per-
sons, and

WHEREAS, those Seattle citizens who have provided sanctuary to Central
American refugees have done so in an open and public fashion,
believing as a matter of conscience that this is a necessary and
humanitarian action, and

WHEREAS, citizens engaged in refugee work elsewhere in the united
States, believing there to be a grave threat to the lives of the
rafugees under their protection, and to the civil rights of the
refugees' United States sponsors, have undertaken political and
legal action to defend both the refugees and the citizens pro-
viding sanctuary as in "American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A.
vs. Meese et al..." and
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Resolution
WHEREAS, there is evidence that the present policy of the.United
1 States. government toward -persons fleeing Central America is
] ) discriminatory and contrary to our policy in similar cases, now
2 : therefore, ' '
'3 i BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE, THE MAYOR
‘A CONCURRING:
5 That the City of Seattle declares itself a City of Refuge in that,
6 without endorsing any of the contending forces in any country, it
7 ' reaffirms the American tradition of providing refuge to law abiding :
8 ~persons who have fled their native country for fear of losing their
lives. g
9 :"n
L 7 =]
10 " BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,. i
o 7 ) e
P ) “That the City of Seattle urgently reaffirms Resolution 27035 :'8_
: i2 - .calling-on the.uUnited States .Government to grant Extended Voluntary 5‘:'%
: o : e
3 '13 Departure status to Salvadorean and Guatemalan Refugees to aliow them g_*é
: ) <5
: 14 to remain in the United States until conditions stabilize in their Eé
A homelands, -and a safe return can bé assured, and o]
15 g
S 2T
16 .- BE.IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Z'J'o
g L - ) : S
'-17 That the City of Seattle consider filing an amicus curiae brief on %o’%
V4 ) ' [
L behalf of the plantiffs in the civil case of "American. Baptist EE
, " Churches in the U.S.A. vs. Meese et al" ((8-3255-RFP) filed in the W4
19 fos!
o 1.S. District Court for the Northern District of talifornia on May 7, Z
=l
20 1985, and E
R BE . IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
s That the City of Seattle call upon the Mashington State Delegation
e )
to Congress to request Congress to investigate the application of the
24 Refugee Act of 1980 to the situation of Salvadoran, and Guatemalan
25 . refugees, and that this investigation examine the purported use of
26 | informers, the questioning of children, and the unauthorized inspec-
27 tion of private documents, and
28
cs 19.2
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Resolution )

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
That the City of Seattle call upon the Washington State Delegation
to Congress to request Congress to investigate the applicability of

the Refugee Act of 1980 and the grant of Extended Voluntary Departure

-to Nicaraguans, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
- That the City of Seattle recognizes the courage and personal. con-

viction that has caused many of its residents to offer sanctuary

to Central. American refugees, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

That the City Council:- finds that immigration and refugee policy is
a matter of Federal jurisdiction; that Federal employees, not City
emp]oyees, should be considered responsibie for implementation of
immigration and refugee policy; and further that the City Counci1

directs employees to exclude refugee status as a consideration in

their ‘daily activities and routine dealings with the public., with the 7

proviso that this directive should not be construed as sancticening the

violation of any-law or encouraging interferénce in law enforcement

efforts; and

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED,

That the-City of Seattle extend an invitation to other U.S. cities
to join in urging that the U.S. Government grant Extended Vo]untaryr
Departure statué to individuals fleeing the generalized violence of

Guatemaia and E1 Salvador, and

BE. IT FURTHER RESQLVED,
That if any provision of this Resolution is declared by a court of
component jurisdiction to be contrary to the Constitution of the

United States or of the State or the applicability thereof tc any
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Page 4 5 -
Resolution

agency, person, or circumstance is held invalid, the validity of the
remainder of this Resolution and the applicability thereof to any

other agency, person, or circumstance shall not be affected thereby.

ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Seattle this | 3d2

day of - J, 1986, and signed by me in—open1sé

tication of its adoption this __

Filed by me this |3 -'d of@%,ig%.

LYty Comptrd]]er an&’txty L]erk

ATTEST:

o: Tl hempe Do) |

Deputy

THE MAYOR CONCURRING:

Ol (e

Lharles Royer, Mayor
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RESOLUTION .74 04

A RESOLUTION declaring Seattle a city of refuge for all refugees as
definad in the Refugee Act of 1980, urging fair and impartial
enforcement of federal immigration law as it pertains to such
refugees and in particular those of Central America, and recog-
nizing the courage and perss .af conviction of Seattle residents
who offer refuge to Such p..osons, )

WHEREAS, the United Nations Protocol Relating to the Status of
Refiigees has defined the political refugee as "any person who,
owing to a well founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of
race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular group or a
political ecpinion, is outside the country of his nationality and
is unable, or. owing to such fear,sis unwilling to avail himself of
the protection of that country,"<and

WHEREAS, the United States Congress, recognizing this country's
historic and moral traditionfof providing safe haven for those
fleeing political and religious persecution, has adopted the
language of the United Hations Protocol in passing its Refugee Act
of 1983 (8 USC 1101 (a) .£42), and

WHEREAS, the United Statey” Government has openly and generously pro-
vided refuge, under fhe Refugee Act of 1980 and previous immigra-
tion law, in the cgﬁés of persons -fleeing generalized civil
violence or politigal instability in Afghanistan, Cambodia, Cuba,
Chile, Czechoslovgkia, Ethiopia, Iran, lLaos, Nicaragua, ‘Uganda,
Poland, and ViegﬁNam by means of according them Extended Voluntary
Departure status or its equivalent, and in such cases as the
Dominican RepyBlic, Hungary, lebanon, and Romania readily granted
refuge throqgﬁ a recognized special status, and

it
WHEREAS, it s pur belief based upon extensive testimony that many
persons flgeing Central America do so because of a well founded
fear of bfing persecuted for reasons of political opinion or mer
‘bership én a particular.group, and

WHEREAS , tB% citizens and elected officials of Seattle, mindful of the
genergd8ity of our nation and the plight of Guatemalans and Salva-
dorang, have implored the United States government to provide
Extended Yoluntary Departure status (“temporary safe haven") to
Salvaidciran and Guatemalan refugees, and have enacted City Council
Re%?]ution 27035 to articulate this plea, and

WHEREkg, despite these and other pleas, fewer than three percent of
those applicants from Guatemala and E1 Salvador whose cases were
gonsidered in 1984 have been granted political asylum by the
{nited States Immigration and Naturalization Service, and the

#United States government has refused to grant Extended Voluntary

f Departure status to these persons, and
&

Fia

WHEREAS, those Seattle citizens who have provided sanctuary to Central

& American refugees have done so in an open and public fashion,

believing as a matter of conscience that this is a necessary and
humanitarian action, and

WHEREAS, citizens engaged in refugee work elsewhere in the United
States, believing there to be a grave threat to the Tives of the
refugees under their protection, and to the civil rights of the
refugees' United States sponsors, have undertaken potitical and
legal action to defend both the refugees and the citizens pro-
viding sanctuary as in "American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A.
vs. Meese et al..." and
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Resolution

WHEREAS, there is evidence that the present policy of the United
States. governiment towara nersons fleeing Central America may be
discriminatory and contrary to our policy in similar cases, now
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEATTLE, THE A¥6é

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

That the City of Seattle urgenv y. reaffirms Resolution 27035 that

the United States government gra. Extended Voluntary Departure status
to individuals fleeing Guatem%Ya and El Salvador because of a well
founded fear of be1ng perserqted for reasons of political op1n1on or
membersh1p'1n a part1cu1ag§group, and

i
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,}

That the C1ty of géattle consider filing an amicus curiae brief on
'behalf of the p1ant1§fs in the ¢ivil case of “"American Baptist
Churches in the U, S’QAo vs. Meese et al" (C8-3255-RFP) filed in the
U.Sa District Coun§ for the Northern District of California on May 7,

1985, and i

g
BE IT FURTHER RE§0LVED

That the C1ﬁy of Seattle call upon the wash1nqton State Delegation
to Congress tofrequest Congress to investigate the apptication of the
Refuezs Act of 1980 to the situation of Salvadoran, Nicaraguan and
Guatemalan r?fugees, and that this investigation examine. the purported
use. of infoﬁ%ers, the ‘questioning of children, and the unauthorized

inspection ‘of private documents, and
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Resolution

BE:IT FURTHER RESOLVED,
That the City of Seattle recognizes the courage and personal con-
viction that has caused many of its residents to offer_gé?dge to

Central American refugees, and

That the City Council finds that immig#”iion and refugee policy. is

a matter of Federal jurisdiction; that ideral employees, not Ciiy

employees, should be considered respghsible for implementaticn of

immigratibn and refugee policy; and further that the City Council

directs employees to exclude re ligee' status as a.cons”deration in

their daily activities and routine dealings with the public, with the
proviso that this directivesshould not be construed as sanctioning the

violation of any law or encouraging interference in law enforcement

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

That the City ‘of Seattle extend an invitation to other U.S. cities

“to join in urg1ng+%hat the U:S. government grant Extended Voluntary

Departure statusgto individuals fleeing Guatemala, Nicaragua and El

Salvador due toaa well founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of

1

political op1nﬁon or membership in a particular group, a

\:‘

BE 1T FURTHER @ESOLVED

b :
That if afly provision of this Resolution is declared by a court of

componerit jug%sdiction to be contrary to the Constitution of the
Unifed Stateg or of the State or the applicability thereof to any
agency, person, or circumstance is held invalid, the va11d1ty of the
remainder of this Resolution and the applicability thereof to any

1

other agency, person, or circumstance shall not be affected thereby.
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Page 4
resolution

ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Seattle thig

day of ] , 1986, and signed by me in open sessio “in authen-

tication of its.adoption this day of ., 1986,

e : Presfdent of the City council

Filed by me this day off , 1986.

10 o ATTEST:

City Comptroller and City Clerk

11

12

i{; : Deputy
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THE MAYOR CONCURRING?
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Charles Royer, Mayor
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TIME AND DATE STAMP

SPONSORSHIP

THE ATTACHED DOCUMENT 1S SPONSORED FOR FILING WITH THE CITY COUNGIL BY
THE MEMBER(S) OF THE CITY COUNCIL WHOSE SIGNATURE(S) ARE SHOWN BELOW:

FOR CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT USE ONLY
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